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Jackson 

campaign  draws 
les/gay  support 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

WASHINGTON ,  DC  —  As  the  1988  U.S. 
presidential  campaign  kicks  into  high  gear  on 
the  eve  of  state  primary  season ,  a  handful  of 
candidates  are  courting  the  lesbian  and  gay 
vote.  Some  political  hopefuls  have  included 
lesbian  and  gay  concerns  under  the  rubric  of 
civil  rights  protections ,  but  few  have  made 
overt  efforts  to  invite  lesbian  and  gay 
participation  into  the  forefront  of  their 
campaigns. 

Jesse  Jackson  supporters,  however,  con-  the  Lesbian/Gay  Desk  since  its  formation 
tend  Jackson  has  expressed  a  commitment  after  the  October  March  on  Washington  for 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men  ias  a  primary  tenet  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  the  Jackson  cam- 
of  his  candidacy  for  the  Democratic  paign  embraces  the  lesbian/gay  community 
nomination.  Debunking  the  suggestion  of  much  as  it  strives  to  include  feminists,  the 
party  advisors  that  lesbian/gay  advocacy  is  labor  movement,  small  farmers,  and  people 
not  “good  political  wisdom,”  Jackson  of  all  colors  and  progressive  viewpoints, 
created  a  Lesbian/Gay  Desk  at  his  former  “Jackson  wants  to  pull  off  a  coalition,” 
campaign  headquarters  in  Washington,  Miller  explained,  “like  that  of  Harold 
D.C.  The  Desk,  working  cooperatively  with  Washington,  Chicago’s  late  mayor.  Jackson 
the  National  Advisory  Committee  of  Les-  knows  that  Washington  couldn’t  have  been 
bians  and  Gays  for  Jackson,  attempts  to  ral-  elected  without  the  support  of  lesbians  and 
ly  votes  for  Jackson  while  educating  the  can-  gays.  He  also  believes  on  principle  that  the 
didate  on  concerns  of  the  community.  Ac-  lesbian  and  gay  community  must  be  invited 
cording  to  Randy  Miller,  who  has  headed  Continued  on  page  3 
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Gay  murders  in  Brazil 

A  pattern  of  assassinations  continues  as  AIDS-motivated 
violence  spreads  unchecked 


By  Ines  Rieder 

BRAZIL  —  A  rash  of  murders  that  seem 
to  have  been  motivated  by  anti-gay  senti¬ 
ment  and  AIDS-phobia  have  sparked  pro¬ 
test  among  some  Brazilians  and  been  ig¬ 
nored  or  insufficiently  investigated  by 
police. 

During  the  last  year  several  people  were 
killed  on  the  streets  of  Rio  de  Janeiro’s 
slums.  Notes  were  attached  to  their  corpses 
saying  “Now  I  can  no  longer  spread 
AIDS.”  Also  in  the  same  period  20  well- 
known  gay  men  have  been  murdered  in  their 
homes  —  8  in  Sao  Paolo  and  12  in  Rio. 
Among  the  murdered  were  psychiatrist 
Antos  De  Giacomo  and  the  engineer  Ar- 
naldo  Vieira  Neve  (assassinated  in  August 
and  November,  respectively). 

The  only  organized  AIDS  group  in  the 
country  is  the  Sao  Paulo-based  GAPA  — 
Grupo  de  Apoio  a  Prevencao  a  AIDS  (Sup¬ 
port  Group  to  Prevent  AIDS),  but  the  group 
has  no  contact  address  or  phone  number.  Its 
only  public  spokesperson,  Paulo  Cesar 
Bonfim  said  the  climate  in  Brazil  is  ripe  for 
such  violence,  which  he  claims  is  motivated 
in  part  by  the  spread  of  AIDS.  “It’s  an  act 
of  repulsion  against  homosexuals,  because 
the  population  doesn’t  understand  that  he  is 
the  victim  and  not  the  one  guilty.” 

The  Brazilian  government  provides  few 
resources  to  handle  the  AIDS  crisis.  Some 
public  hospitals  in  Rio  and  Sao  Paulo  have 
special  wards  for  people  with  AIDS,  though 
bed  space  is  limited.  Hospitilaztion  is  risky 
anyway,  with  a  reported  50  percent  of 
patients  dying  of  hospital-related  infections. 
People  who  can  afford  it  go  to  expensive 
private  clinics.  Those  with  little  financial 
resources  consult  with  bruxos  (male 
witches),  umbandists,  spiritists,  or  they  die 
at  home.  People  with  AIDS  face  devastating 
prejudice  and  are  subjected  to  verbal  harass¬ 
ment  and  physical  violence. 

2  The  latest  round  of  murders  included 
|  theater  director  and  actor  Luiz  Antonio 
Martinez  Correa  who  was  killed  in  Rio  in 
f  late  December.  Several  days  later  the  40 
E  year-old  plastic  artist  Vincente  Silva  de 


Murdered  theater  director  and  actor  Luiz  Antonio 
Martinez  Correa 


Sousa  was  found  dead  in  his  Rio  apartment. 

Luiz  Antonio’s  brother,  Jose  Celso,  also 
a  theater  director,  has  begun  to  organize  a 
public  response  to  the  violence.  “It’s  not  a 
sexual  crime  but  a  political  crime  to  in¬ 
timidate,  organized  by  a  terrorist  squad  and 
backed  by  the  authorities,”  he  said.  Celso 
gathered  the  support  and  signatures  of  200 
artists  and  intellectuals  for  a  manifesto  pro¬ 
testing  the  attacks. 

The  manifesto  was  delivered  to  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Rio’s  city  council  by  a  group 
of  150  people.  It  was  read  aloud  by  Fernan¬ 
da  Montenegro,  one  of  Brazil’s  best  known 
actresses,  who  at  one  point  declined  the 
position  of  Minister  of  Culture  because  she 
opposes  the  current  government. 

“We  artists,  technicians,  and  intellectuals 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Human  immunodificiency  virus  [HIV] 
is  harmless  and  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
AIDS.  ...it’s  a  collection  of  new  diseases 
caused  by  a  lifestyle  that  was  criminal  20 
years  ago.  Combined  with  bathhouses,  all 
these  [opportunistic]  infections  go  with  life¬ 
styles  which  enhance  them.” 

—  Peter  Duesberg,  a  biochemist  who 
claims  he  would  not  mind  being  inoculated 
with  HIV,  in  an  interview  with  the  Village 
Voice,  Feb.  2,  1988. 


What  you  didn't  see 
in  The  Last 
Emperor 


HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  The  Last 
Emperor,  the  Bertolucci  film  about  Pu  Yi, 
the  last  Emperor  of  China,  has  omitted  an 
important  aspect  of  Pu  Yi’s  life:  his 
homosexuality.  The  omission  is  consistent 
with  From  Emperor  to  Citizen,  the  Mao- 
approved  book  on  which  the  movie  was  bas¬ 
ed.  The  epic  was  filmed,  with  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  Chinese  government,  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Republic  of  China,  where  homosex¬ 
uality  is  strictly  taboo.  The  Weekly  News 
reports  various  biographical  sources,  in¬ 
cluding  the  1975  biography  of  Pu  Yi  which 
has  been  re-released  in  conjunction  with  the 
film,  make  explicit  reference  to  the 
Emperor’s  homosexuality. 

□  Sharon  Haase 

Heroic  gay  nurse 
trashed  by  press 

LONDON  —  A  gay  man  who  died  saving 
others  in  a  fire  at  the  King’s  Cross  tube  sta¬ 
tion  has  had  his  name  “dragged  through  the 
mud”  by  the  mainstream  British  media. 
Lawrence  Newcomb  died  of  asphyxiation 
last  September  when  he  ran  into  the  smoke- 
filled  station  to  aid  victims  of  the  fire.  His 
lover,  Duncan  Jay,  told  Capital  Gay  that 
Newcomb  was  a  nurse  and  considered  it  his 
duty  to  save  lives.  Newcomb’s  family, 
friends,  and  co-workers  also  spoke  to 
Capital  News  about  his  dedication  and 
selflessness.  However,  since  Newcomb  was 
tested  positive  for  HIV,  the  Daily  Express 
wrote  that  “he  was  already  doomed  by  the 
AIDS  virus,”  and  the  Daily  Mail  reported 
that  the  firefighters  were  in  grave  danger  of 
contracting  the  “AIDS  virus”  from  contact 
with  Lawrence. 

□  Sharon  Haase 

Weekend  program 
on  gay  family  law 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  chapter  of  the 
Free  Sharon  Kowalski  Committee  and  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD)  are  co-sponsoring  a  Weekend  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Families  Programs  geared 
to  provide  information  to  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  about  lesbian  and  gay  family  law.  On  Sat. 
Feb.  20,  Karen  Thompson  will  be  speaking 
about  the  legal  battle  to  free  her  lover. 


Sharon  Kowalski,  who  was  severely  disabled 
after  an  auto  accident. 

On  Sun.  Feb.  21,  there  will  be  a  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Family  Law  Forum  which  will  con¬ 
sist  of  a  series  of  workshops  on  issues  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  family  law  presented  by  at¬ 
torneys  and  legal  workers,  Issues  covered 
will  include  parenting  decisions,  property 
ownership,  tax,  will  and  powers  of  attorney, 
custody,  co-parenting,  and  ending  relation¬ 
ships.  There  will  also  be  a  plenary  session  on 
Demystifying  the  Law:  Going  to  Court,  Go¬ 
ing  to  a  Lawyer. 

Both  events  are  free  and  will  be  at  Suffolk 
University  Law  School,  41  Temple  Street, 
Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  The  building  is 
wheelchair  accessible.  There  will  be  ASL  in¬ 
terpretation,  Personal  Care  Attendants,  and 
childcare  at  the  Karen  Thompson  program. 
If  childcare  is  needed,  please  call  in  advance, 
426-1350.  ASL  interpretation  and  childcare 
will  be  provided  at  the  Legal  Forum  upon 
advance  request  by  calling  GLAD, 
426-1350.  For  more  information,  call 
GLAD  at  426-1350. 

□  Cindy  Rizzo 

Study  on  mental 
impairment  and 
AIDS 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  A  California  study 
recently  published  in  Annals  of  Internal 
Medicine  by  Igor  Grant  reports  that  a 
decrease  in  the  functioning  of  some  mental 
facilities  may  be  an  early  symptom  of  AIDS. 
The  study  included  55  gay  men  who  either 
had  AIDS,  ARC,  were  HIV-positive  but 
asymptomatic,  or  HIV-negative.  Of  the  16 
seropositive  men  with  no  known  symptoms 
of  AIDS,  44  percent  showed  impaired  coor¬ 
dination  and  cognitive  difficulties. 

According  to  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
Edmund  Tramont,  director  of  AIDS  at  the 
Walter  Reed  Army  Base  Institute  for 
Research,  claims  the  disease  could  manifest 
itself  early  as  a  form  of  Alzheimer’s  Disease. 
However,  Bradford  Naviaof  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  stresses  the  need  to  do  fur¬ 
ther,  long-term  studies  before  any  definitive 
conclusions  may  be  drawn. 

□  Sharon  Haase 

Lesbian/gay  students 
to  get  counseling 
in  LA 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  pioneering  counsel¬ 
ing  and  assistance  program  for  lesbian  and 
gay  students  in  one  of  the  city’s  high  schools 
is  being  expanded  to  other  Los  Angeles 
junior  and  senior  high  schools.  The 
developer  of  “Project  10”  Virginia  Uribe, 
has  been  released  from  most  of  her  regular 
teaching  duties  to  help  expand  the  program, 
according  to  Update. 

“What  has  happened,  later  than  it  should 
have,  is  a  sensitivity  in  school  systems  with 
regard  to  issues  that  were  once  taboo  or  not 
addressed,”  said  deputy  superintendent  Sid 
Thompson.  “The  time  has  come  to  deal 
with  young  people  who  have  gay  or  lesbian 
feelings  or  who  are  gay  or  lesbian.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

NY  to  give  out  clean 
needles 

ALBANY,  NY  —  New  York  will  become 
the  first  state  in  the  U.S.  to  distribute  clean 
needles  and  syringes  to  IV  drug  users  in  an 
effort  to  curtail  the  spread  of  AIDS.  Under 
the  program,  which  is  slated  to  begin  this 
spring  on  a  one-year  trial  basis,  IV  drug 
users  will  be  given  new  needles  and  syringes 
by  government  health  agencies  when  they 
return  used  equipment  issued  in  a  previous 
visit,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

Similar  needle-exchange  programs  in 
Europe  provided  the  model  for  the  New 
York  project,  which  was  adopted  by  New 
York  City  health  commissioner  Stephen  C. 
Joseph.  His  proposal  recommends  that  IV 
drug  users  be  encouraged  to  seek  methadone 
treatment  to  accompany  their  participation 
in  the  clean-needle  program.  Health  of¬ 
ficials  said  they  plan  to  require  photo-ID 
cards  of  those  using  the  program,  but  may 
wave  the  rule  if  it  appears  to  keep  par¬ 
ticipants  away. 

Gov.  Mario  Cuomo,  who  initially  ex¬ 


pressed  resistance,  has  since  acknowledged 
grudging  support  for  the  needle-exchange 
plan,  according  to  New  York  Health 
Department  spokesperson  Peter  Slocum. 
Cuomo’s  reversal  drew  sharp  criticism  from 
John  O’Connor,  the  Roman  Catholic  Car¬ 
dinal  of  New  York,  and  from  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty’s  narcotics  prosecutor  Sterling  Johnson. 
Johnson,  who  told  the  Globe  that  state 
health  officials  had  no  legal  authority  to 
launch  a  clean-needle  program,  said  he  may 
prosecute  officials  if  they  proceed  with  the 
project. 

Boston  health  authorities  are  also  con¬ 
sidering  the  implementation  of  a  needle- 
exchange  program,  despite  the  opposition 
of  Mass.  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  and 
state  health  commissioner  Deborah 
Prothrow-Stith.  The  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  estimate  that  approximately 
one-fourth  of  U.S.  AIDS  cases  have 
resulted  from  sharing  contaminated  needles 
during  IV  drug  use. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Not  the  mosquitoes 

BELLE  GLADE,  FL  —  This  town  of 
16,500  has  had  93  people  diagnosed  with 
AIDS,  8  percent  of  whom  have  no  identified 
risk  factors.  But  fears  of  unknown  route  of 
infection  have  been  put  to  rest  by  a  detailed 
study  report  in  Science. 

The  study  combined  case  studies  and 
serological  analysis  of  both  randomly 
selected  residents  and  people  requesting 
HIV  testing.  Researchers  concluded  that 
there  was  no  evidence  of  transmission  by  in¬ 
sects  or  other  environmental  factors.  HIV 
infection  was  associated  with  certain  sexual 
activities  and  needle  sharing. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Domestic  violence 
victims’  hotlines 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  national 
hotline  for  victims  of  domestic  violence 
organized  by  the  Coalition  Against  Violence 
and  funded  by  Johnson  and  Johnson  began 
operating  this  past  September.  Callers  of  the 
24-hour  hotline  (1 -800-333-SAFE)  will  be 
provided  with  information  about  emergency 
shelters  throughout  the  U.S. 

According  to  off  our  backs,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  hotline  coincided  with  hearings 
by  the  Select  Committee  on  Children, 
Youth,  and  Families.  Testimony  from 
former  Congresswoman  Elizabeth 
Holtsman  stated  that  a  woman  can  be  legal¬ 
ly  raped  by  her  husband  in  36  states.  She 
also  cited  a  Minnesota  study  finding  that 
when  a  mandatory  arrest  policy  was  im¬ 
plemented  by  police,  repeat  complaints  of 
domestic  violence  were  reduce  by  47  per¬ 
cent. 

□  Sharon  Haase 


Some  of  the  CD  organizers  at  the  Chicago  meeting 
(I  to  r):  David  Harris,  Woody,  Kay  Diaz,  Michelle 
Crone,  Richard  Cleaver,  Paul  Adams  and  Loren 
Laureano 

DC  CD  organizers 
meet,  evaluate 

CHICAGO  —  National  organizers  of  the 
non-violent  civil  disobedience  action  at  the 
Supreme  Court  last  Oct.  13  met  in  Chicago 
on  Jan.  16  and  17  and  evaluated  the  process 
leading  to  the  action  and  the  action  itself. 
The  gathering  was  hosted  by  DAGMAR 
(Dykes  and  Gay  Men  Against  Repression) 
and  the  Chicago  for  Our  Rights  group. 

Organizers  applauded  the  success  of  the 
Supreme  Court  action  and  credited  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  grassroots  organizers  across  the 
country.  The  group  encouraged  those  who 
participated  in  this  action  as  well  as  the 
thousands  who  supports  the  Supreme  Court 
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action  to  take  its  spirit  back  to  local  com¬ 
munities.  The  group  also  endorsed  the  Na¬ 
tional  Spring  AIDS  Actions  scheduled  for 
the  week  of  Apr.  29  —  May  7,  organized  by 
ACT  NOW,  the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Network 
Organize,  and  Win.  The  group  also  en¬ 
couraged  participation  in  the  AIDS  Action 
Pledge,  a  national  document  asking  for  a 
pledge  of  commitment  in  the  struggle 
against  AIDS. 

Organizing  for  these  purposes  is  now 
ongoing  in  cities  throughout  the  United 
States.  For  more  information  in  your  com¬ 
munity,  call  any  of  the  following  contacts: 
Eileen  Hanson  (415)457-AIDS,  Loren 
Laureano  (713)524-0207,  Richard  Cleacer 
(313)761-8283,  Rob  Davis  (212)675-5931, 
ACT  NOW  (415)647-7972. 

□  L.  Briggs,  E.  Hanson,  and  L,  Laureano 
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A  picture  is  worth 
27  Clauses...  or  is 
it  28? 

Last  week’s  pg.  1  story,  “British  queers 
outraged  at  Clause  28,”  accompanied  a 
photograph  with  lesbians  and  gay  men 
holding  a  “Stop  Clause  27”  banner.  Incon¬ 
sistent,  you  ask?  A  blatant  screw-up? 
Sources  in  London  report  that  Clause  28 
used  to  be  numbered  Clause  27,  and  even 
lesser  numbers  in  earlier  stages  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  legislation.  We  apologize  for  neg¬ 
lecting  to  explain  this  confusing  point  within 
the  story. 

Other  gaffes... 

“Confronting  the  Duke”  (GCN,  Vol.  15, 
No.  27)  should  have  cited  the  Boston  Globe 
as  the  newspaper  responsible  for  printing  a 
story  in  1985  that  influenced  Gov.  Dukakis’ 
anti-gay  foster  care  policy.  The  same  story 
erred  in  implying  that  health  insurance  ap¬ 
plicants  in  Massachusetts  are  required  to  test 
for  HIV  antibodies  —  it  should  have  stated 
that  the  requirement  usually  applies  to  life 
insurance  applicants. 


Job  discrimination  charged 
in  case  involving  deceased 
HIV-positive  man 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  claims  the  suit  should  be 
dismissed  since  the  complainant  died,  in  a  case  which  may 
have  implications  for  other  litigation  involving  people  with 


"Commitment  to  lesbians  and  gay  men" 


Jackson 

Continued  from  page  I 

into  the  rainbow  of  disenfranchised  people 
who  rarely  have  a  voice  in  the  political  pro¬ 
cess.” 

Jessica  Shubow,  a  member  of  Boston’s 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Committee  for  Jackson, 
said  Jackson  is  committed  to  inclusiveness 
and  openmindedness.  ‘‘He  has  consistently 
increased  dialogue  with  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,”  Shubow  said.  “Jackson  has 
opened  up  the  political  process  to  us.  He 
understands  that  you  can’t  allow  a  right- 
wing  agenda  to  pen  you  in.” 

Strategy  talks  in  the  Windy  City 

To  discuss  current  lesbian  and  gay  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  Jackson  campaign,  Miller 
(from  the  Lesbian/Gay  Desk)  and  about  20 
representatives  from  the  National  Advisory 
Committee  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  for 
Jackson  met  at  national  campaign  head¬ 
quarters  in  Chicago  in  early  January.  The 
three-day  meeting  included  a  session  with 
Jackson’s  national  delegate  coordinator, 
Steve  Cobble,  who  said  two  openly  gay 
delegates  have  pledged  to  the  Jackson  cam¬ 
paign  thus  far  —  Rick  Garcia  from  Chicago 
and  Steve  Cody  from  Maryland.  Cobble 
reaffirmed  his  commitment  to  ensuring  that 
the  Jackson  delegation  draws  even  more  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  the  Democratic  Con¬ 
vention  in  Atlanta. 

The  weekend  meeting  also  included 
discussion  of  Jackson’s  positions  on  AIDS 
and  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  Jackson  pledges 
to  combat  AIDS  through  a  massive  increase 
in  funding  for  research  and  education,  the 
creation  of  a  national  health  care  program 
and  the  consideration  of  international 
health  initiatives.  He  supports  the  passage 
of  national  civil  rights  protections  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  and  states  he  would  im¬ 
plement  a  presidential  order  banning  anti¬ 
gay  discrimination  in  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  and  military.  Jackson’s  advisory 
group  approved  his  statements,  and  added 
immigration  and  foster  care  laws  to  areas  of 
concern  that  require  civil  rights  protections 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

According  to  Miller,  who  said  the 
Chicago  meeting  was  productive,  suppor¬ 
ting  Jackson  affords  the  best  chance  to  get 
lesbian  and  gay  issues  discussed  at  the  level 
of  national  politics.  “Jackson  has  made  a 
general  call  for  the  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,”  Miller  said.  “As  he  becomes  more  of 
a  power  broker,  he  will  become  increasingly 
visible  as  a  spokesperson  for  us.  He  has  far 
more  access  to  the  media  than  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  usually  do  and  he’s  committed  to  stan¬ 
ding  on  the  side  of  justice. 

“I  think  Jackson  has  come  on  board 
stronger  since  1984  on  lesbian/gay  issues,” 
Miller  continued.  “His  campaign  hadn’t 
been  that  organized.  But  Jackson  has  been 
really  moved  by  the  AIDS  crisis,  by  talking 
and  working  with  people  with  AIDS,  and  by 
the  increasingly  politicized  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity.  When  Jackson  spoke  at  the  March 
on  Washington,  his  campaign  organizers 
were  impressed  at  the  magnitude  and  diver¬ 
sity  of  the  crowd.” 

Jackson  announced  his  intention  to  run 
for  president  on  Oct.  10,  1987,  the  day  prior 
to  the  March  on  Washington.  Jackson  had 
been  invited  to  speak  as  a  leader  from  the 
Black  civil  rights  movement,  not  as  a 
presidential  candidate.  Following  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  March,  Jackson  campaign 
workers  met  with  March  organizers  to 
discuss  implementing  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Desk.  Miller,  a  former  Jackson  campaign 
worker  in  Atlanta  who  had  helped  organize 
the  March,  stayed  in  D.C.  to  head  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Desk.  According  to  Miller,  it  is 


the  only  advisory  position  of  its  kind  con¬ 
nected  to  a  presidential  candidacy. 

Queers  in  the  Rainbow 

Jackson  is  also  the  only  candidate  to  an¬ 
nounce  support  for  a  “lavender  stripe” 
among  his  constituency.  “I  believe  the  term 
was  coined  at  the  March  in  D.C.,”  said  Ros 
Everdell,  administrative  director  of  the 
Rainbow  Coalition  in  Boston.  “But  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  always  been  a  part  of  the 
Rainbow.  It  began  in  Boston  in  1983  to  unite 
broad-based  support  for  the  progressive 
campaign  of  Mel  King  for  mayor.  Then 
Jesse  took  the  Rainbow  national  in  1984.” 

Everdell  explained  the  national  Rainbow, 
widely  associated  with  Jackson,  is  in  fact  an 
umbrella  organization  that  lends  support  to 
many  concerns,  including  anti-racism  work, 
s  universal  health  care,  unionization  efforts,  a 
I  just  Supreme  Court  and  international  peace 
f  and  democracy.  The  Jackson  campaign  is  a 
|  current  focus  of  the  electoral  work  of  the 
National  Rainbow  Coalition,  which  also 
works  to  advance  the  voting  rights  of  people 
traditionally  disenfranchised  from  the 
system. 

Jackson’s  campaign  hopes  to  appeal  to 
even  those  with  doubt  and  resistance 
towards  electoral  politics,  according  to 
Shubow.  “By  supporting  Jackson,  I’m  not 
just  picking  the  best  of  the  pack,”  she  ex¬ 
plained.  “I’m  working  to  strengthen  the 
idea  of  using  the  electoral  system  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way.  Jackson  —  and  the  Rainbow  — 
can  facilitate  the  organization  of  real  coali¬ 
tions.” 

Added  Miller,  “The  lavender  stripe  of  the 
Rainbow  includes  lesbians  and  gay  men 
among  other  diverse  representations  of  peo¬ 
ple.  The  Rainbow  is  multi-racial,  strives  for 
gender  parity,  has  a  commitment  to  other 
progressive  concerns.  Though  the  Rainbow 
Coalition  exists  independently  from 
Jackson,  it  definitely  embodies  his  ideas.” 

In  recently  released  issues  briefs,  Jackson 
has  adopted  support  for  other  progressive 
lesbian/gay  positions  beyond  those  broach¬ 
ed  by  his  advisors  at  last  month’s  meeting  in 
Chicago.  Whereas  statements  from  only  a 
year  ago  found  Jackson  encouraging  HIV 
antibody  testing  and  chastising  “careless,  ir¬ 
responsible  sex,”  he  now  firmly  opposes 
mandatory  testing  and  quarantine  measures 
and  calls  for  legislation  banning  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  with  AIDS,  ARC  or 
positive  HIV  antibody  status.  Jackson 
stated  that  frank  AIDS  education  should 
help  “confront  homophobia,  the  irrational 
and  divisive  fear,  the  racism,  the  victim- 
blaming  that  impact  our  efforts  to  combat 
this  disease.” 

Redressing  anti-Semitism 

His  campaign,  which  calls  for  “recogniz¬ 
ing  diversity  within  the  human  family,”  has 
also  attempted  outreach  to  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity,  according  to  Miller  and  Shubow. 
Jackson  has  tried  to  make  amends  for  anti- 
Semitic  remarks  made  during  his  last 
presidential  bid,  though  Miller  said  he 
understood  that  some  lesbians  and  gay  men 
may  find  Jackson’s  comments  un¬ 
forgivable. 

Shubow  agreed,  adding,  “Jackson  un¬ 
consciously  exposed  his  prejudices,  and  at 
first  added  insult  to  injury  when  he  tried  to 
redress  his  anti-Semitism.  It  was  hurtful  to 
me.  Some  were  also  skeptical  of  the  religious 
overtones  —  his  being  a  preacher.  But  I 
value  the  stamina  and  growth  of  Jackson’s 
viewpoints,  and  believe  what  he  represents 
as  a  movement  should  not  be  overshadowed 
by  concerns  about  his  personality.” 

Miller  said  the  campaign  is  careful  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  Jackson’s  stance  in  support  of  the 
rights  of  Palestinians,  and  other  issues 
around  the  Middle  East  crisis,  should  not  be 
confused  with  anti-Semitic  positions.  Some 
progressive  Jews  within  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  have  come  out  in  favor  of 
Jackson,  according  to  Miller. 

‘‘A  Jesse  Jackson  vote  is  an  anti-Dukakis 
vote” 

In  other  issues  briefs,  Jackson  lends  sup¬ 
port  to  child  custody  rights  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  and  advocates  domestic  partner 
benefits.  He  also  supports  the  right  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  designate  survivors 
and  dependents.  Jackson  supporters  point 
out  specific  injustices  toward  lesbians  and 
gay  men  that  Jackson  has  publicly  address¬ 
ed:  the  Minnesota  case  involving  Sharon 
Kowalski  and  Karen  Thompson,  lovers  for¬ 
cibly  separated  when  Kowalski  was  disabled 
in  a  car  accident  over  five  years  ago;  the 
Massachusetts  foster  care  policy  that  vir¬ 
tually  prohibits  lesbians  and  gay  men  from 
foster  parenting;  and  the  renewed 
Continued  on  page  10 


AIDS,  ARC  or  HIV -positivity 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

WATERTOWN,  MA  —  A  school  that 
claims  to  provide  “humane  and  realistic” 
services  for  visually-impaired  and  multiply- 
impaired  adults  has  been  charged  with 
unlawful  employment  discrimination  for 
laying  off  a  man  who  tested  positive  for 
HIV.  A  complaint  filed  by  Scott  Eckholdt,  a 
blind  man  with  hemophilia  who  has  since 
died,  said  the  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
removed  him  from  a  job  as  Assistant  Resi¬ 
dent  Manager  when  they  learned  of  his 
positive  HIV  antibody  status. 

Following  his  layoff  in  February  1987, 
Eckholdt  requested  assistance  from  the  New 
England  Hemophilia  Association  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  regain  employment.  Eckholdt, 
who  had  moved  to  the  Boston  area  only  a 
month  earlier  to  take  the  Perkins  job,  also 
sought  legal  help  from  attorney  Alec  Gray 
when  months  dragged  by  without  progress 
toward  his  rehire.  Gray  sent  an  initial  letter 
of  complaint  to  the  Perkins  School  on  July 
3,  1987,  which  failed  to  elicit  a  prompt 
response. 

Scott  Eckholdt  died  on  July  24,  1987  of  a 
bacterial  infection  unrelated  to  his  HIV 
status.  With  the  authorization  of  Eckholdt’s 
mother  and  father,  Carol  Evans  and 
William  Eckholdt,  Gray  continued  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  case  against  the  Perkins  School,  fil¬ 
ing  formal  complaints  in  November  1987 
with  the  Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination  (MCAD)  and  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services.  An  earlier  attempt  by  Eckholdt’s 
parents  to  settle  out  of  court  fell  through  last 
August  when  Perkins  administrators  failed 
to  agree  to  the  proposal.  Gray  said  the 
parents  would  have  been  satisfied  with  a 
$5,000  donation  from  Perkins  toward  any 
charitable  organization  concerned  with 
hemophilia. 

According  to  Gray,  Eckholdt’s  parents 
decided  that  “Scott’s  claim  of  unlawful 
handicapped  discrimination  must  go  for¬ 
ward  to  correct  the  grievous  injustice  that 
Scott  had  been  forced  to  experience  in  his 
final  months  of  life.” 

On  Dec.  23,  1987,  legal  counsel  for  the 
Perkins  School  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss 
the  complaint  of  handicapped  discrimina¬ 
tion.  The  school  had  denied  the  allegation 
last  spring  by  claiming  that  Eckholdt’s 
seropositivity  for  HIV  (the  virus  thought  by 
many  to  cause  AIDS)  posed  a  threat  to 
himself  and  his  clients,  and  therefore 
justified  his  termination.  Now,  however,  the 
Perkins  School  argues  that  Eckholdt’s  com¬ 
plaint  does  not  survive  his  death.  Gray  is 
continuing  the  legal  struggle  by  opposing 
the  motion  to  dismiss.  The  MCAD  expects 
to  consider  the  dismissal  motion  within  a 
few  months. 

“It’s  particularly  troubling  to  me,”  Gray 
said,  “that  a  school  supposedly  dedicated  to 
the  rights  of  the  handicapped  was  so 
grievously  discriminatory  to  a  handicapped 
person.” 

Loretta  Holway,  attorney  for  the  Perkins 
School,  disagreed,  stating,  “A  qualified 
handicapped  person  must  be  able  to  per¬ 
form  the  job  safely,  without  risk  to  himself 
or  others.  Perkins  has  attempted  to  act  with 
sensitivity  and  compassion.  However, 
Perkins  cannot  ignore  its  obligations,  both 
legal  and  moral,  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
everyone  at  the  school,  including  Mr. 
Eckholdt.” 

“As  a  blind  hemophiliac,  the  employment 
Eckholdt  secured  at  the  school  was  of  enor¬ 
mous  personal  value  to  him.” 

When  Eckholdt  moved  from  Utah  last 
February  to  begin  work  at  Perkins’  off- 
campus  Intermediate  Care  Facility,  he  fully 
disclosed  that  he  was  blind  and  a 
hemophiliac.  (The  school  has  a  stated  policy 
of  attempting  to  hire  qualified  “blind  and 
otherwise  handicapped  persons”  whenever 
possible.)  Shortly  after  he  arrived,  Eckholdt 
mentioned  his  positive  HIV  status  to  several 
co-workers  and  the  information  reached 
Kevin  J.  Lessard,  the  Perkins  School  direc¬ 


tor.  Lessard  confronted  Eckholdt,  who  later 
said  that  Lessard  allowed  him  no  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  explain  his  medical  condition  or  pro¬ 
vide  education  to  his  employers  about  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Instead,  Lessard  placed  Eckholdt 
on  an  immediate  personal  leave.  After  only 
three  weeks  on  the  job,  Eckholdt  was  com¬ 
manded  not  to  re-enter  the  facility  unless 
and  until  he  produced  a  letter  from  his  doc¬ 
tor  concerning  his  HIV  status. 

According  to  Gray,  the  Perkins  School 
caused  a  series  of  delays  and  obstacles  that 
prevented  Eckholdt’s  rehiring.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  said  Gray,  school  administrators 
delayed  drafting  a  letter  to  which  Eckholdt’s 
doctor  was  expected  to  respond.  Further¬ 
more,  Gray  charged,  they  disregarded  the 
information  provided  by  an  AIDS  educator 
from  the  New  England  Hemophilia  Associa¬ 
tion  whom  Eckholdt  invited  to  visit  the 
school.  Finally,  following  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  Eckholdt’s  doctor  advising  that 
Eckholdt  did  not  present  a  danger  in  the 
workplace,  Perkins  demanded  the  medical 
opinion  of  a  doctor  of  its  own  choosing. 

“Meanwhile,  Scott  Eckholdt  sat  at  home 
waiting  to  be  allowed  to  resume  a  job  that 
represented  his  ability  to  perform  in  the  real 
world,”  wrote  Gray  in  a  court  document. 
“A  job  that  was  an  outward,  tangible  sign 
of  his  having  overcome  not  only  the  han¬ 
dicap  of  blindness,  not  only  the  handicap  of 
hemophilia,  but  also  the  handicap  of  being 
HIV  antibody  positive.” 

According  to  Holway,  however, 
Eckholdt’s  physical  condition  raised  safety 
issues  because  he  worked  with  “blind, 
retarded,  multiply-impaired  adults  whose 
behavior  is  unpredictable  and  who  frequent¬ 
ly  ‘act  out’  violently.”  In  a  letter  responding 
to  Gray’s  first  complaint,  Holway  explained 
that  Perkins  was  concerned  about  HIV 
transmission  through  exchange  of  blood 
should  Eckholdt  be  injured  while  in  contact 
with  clients.  She  also  charged  that,  since 
work  at  the  school  can  be  “highly  mentally 
stressful,”  Eckholdt  could  endanger  himself 
and  cause  severe  bleeding  due  to  his 
hemophilia. 

By  contrast,  the  advice  of  Eckholdt’s  doc¬ 
tor,  Bruce.  M.  Ewenstein,  clearly  stated  that 
Eckholdt  would  not  present  a  substantial 
risk  to  himself  or  his  clients.  Ewenstein  ex¬ 
plained  to  Perkins  administrators  that  the 
transmission  of  HIV  rarely  occurs  except  by 
blood  transfusion  or  “intimate  sexual  con¬ 
tact.”  He  also  expressed  support  for 
Eckholdt  in  determining  for  himself  the 
degree  of  risk  he  wished  to  undertake  as  a 
hemophiliac.  Despite  these  assertions,  the 
Perkins  School  continued  to  deny  employ¬ 
ment  to  Eckholdt.  His  death  came  unex¬ 
pectedly  as  he  fought  to  retain  his  job. 

Do  discrimination  complaints  survive  death? 

Gray,  who  has  litigated  other  AIDS- 
related  discrimination  cases,  said  he  believes 
much  of  the  prejudice  is  motivated  by  an  ir¬ 
rational  fear  of  AIDS.  He  explained  that 
precedents  are  now  well  established  to  in¬ 
clude  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  having 
AIDS  or  ARC  (AIDS-Related  Complex) 
under  federal  protections  classifying  com¬ 
municable  diseases  as  handicaps.  In 
Massachusetts,  the  MCAD  has  extended 
state  handicapped  protections  to  cover  in¬ 
cidents  of  discrimination  based  on  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  status. 

However,  Gray  stated  that  because 
Eckholdt  died,  the  case  includes  further 
legal  complications  which  may  influence 
other  AIDS-related  suits.  “The  issue  raised 
is  the  survivability  of  defense,”  Gray  said. 
“Perkins  argues  that  an  allegation  of  AIDS 
discrimination  does  not  survive  the  death  of 
the  complainant.  I’m  concerned  that 
employers  will  use  delay  tactics  as  a  strategy 
in  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  cases.” 

In  a  court  document,  Gray  explained  this 
worst -case  scenario:  “If  the  employer  simp¬ 
ly  delays  long  enough,  the  complainant  may 
die....  Then  the  [employer]  urges  that  the 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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EDITORIAL 


Black  History  Month: 
Shared  adversity  and 
shared  resistance 


Begun  in  1926  as  Negro  History  Week, 
February  marks  this  country’s  62nd  Black 
History  celebration.  Black  History  Month 
offers  lesbians  and  gay  men  an  opportunity 
to  recognize  our  special  relationship  with 
the  Black  community  —  which  in  large  part 
inspired  the  women’s  and  gay  movements  — 
and  to  celebrate  the  powerful  role  of  Black 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  fight  for  gay 
liberation.  Our  movement  is  strongly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  political  strategies,  language 
and  emotional  struggles  of  the  Black  power 
and  civil  rights  movements.  The  National 
March  on  Washington,  civil  disobedience  at 
the  Supreme  Court  and  AIDS  activist 
demonstrations  across  the  country  this  year 
illustrate  how  profoundly  this  legacy  of 
radical,  individual  and  mass  political  action 
has  shaped  our  work. 

In  a  year  when  the  mainstream  media 
focuses  on  the  white  presidential  candidates 
—  largely  silent  on  AIDS  and  gay  issues  —  it 
is  no  accident  that  the  only  candidate  who 
spoke  at  October’s  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  is  also  the  one 
frontrunning  Black  presidential  contender. 
Jesse  Jackson  noted  the  obvious  parallels 
between  the  1987  march  and  the  historic 
March  on  Washington  in  1963,  when  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  people  —  including 
many  future  gay  and  feminist  activists  — 
converged  on  the  capitol  to  demand 
freedom  and  justice  for  people  of  all  colors. 

The  Black,  Latino  and  gay  communities 
have  been  hit  the  hardest  by  the  AIDS 
epidemic  and  by  the  bigoted  and 
hypocritical  responses  to  the  crisis. 
Throughout  this  decade  people  of  color  and 
gay  people  have  been  targets  of  increased 
violence  —  physical  and  economic,  by  in¬ 
dividuals  and  by  the  government.  Once 
again,  our  intersecting  communities  are 
brought  together  by  shared  adversity  and 
the  need  for  shared  resistance. 

Asserting  the  need  for  accessible  language 
and  an  understanding  of  cultural  and  class 
differences,  Black  activists  —  particularly 
those  who  are  gay  or  lesbian  —  have  led  ef¬ 
forts  to  utilize  community-based  education 


to  fight  AIDS.  As  GCN  begins  work  on  a 
supplement  discussing  class  politics  in  the 
gay /lesbian  movement,  we  acknowledge  the 
leadership  of  Black  people  in  the  struggle 
for  economic  justice. 

The  Black  community  increasingly  takes  a 
leading  role  in  lesbian  and  gay  politics,  in¬ 
cluding  helping  to  organize  the  people  of 
color  caucus  for  the  March  on  Washington, 
building  groundbreaking  AIDS  coalitions 
and  strongly  pushing  for  the  inclusion  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  congressional  anti¬ 
hate  crime  legislation.  The  growth  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  the  emergence  of  the  new  Black  gay 
men’s  journal  Other  Countries,  and  the  up¬ 
coming  National  Black  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Conference  in  California  are  powerful  ex¬ 
amples  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  claim¬ 
ing  a  distinct  identity  and  organizing  to  fight 
racism  and  homophobia. 

Three  years  ago  the  GCN  membership 
unanimously  adopted  a  plan  to  significantly 
increase  the  participation  of  people  of  color 
and  coverage  of  issues  pertinent  to  people  of 
color  in  the  paper.  Since  then  we  have  seen 
many  new  faces  of  various  hues  on  our 
Board  and  among  our  volunteers,  as  well  as 
a  change  in  the  breadth  and  focus  of  our 
news  and  features  pages  —  all  making  GCN 
a  better  paper  and  a  more  powerful  com¬ 
munity  resource.  But  our  staff  remains  all- 
white,  and  our  coverage  could  be  even  bet¬ 
ter.  Our  job  is  not  done. 

This  month’s  GCN  issues  include  an  over¬ 
view  of  Black  AIDS  organizations  and  an 
interview  with  Black  PWAs,  coverage  of  the 
National  Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Con¬ 
ference,  a  calendar  of  Black  History  Month 
events,  a  centerspread  of  poetry  by  Black 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  much  more.  This 
month  the  GCN  staff  honors  our  many 
Black  volunteers  and  readers  and  reiterates 
our  commitment  to  working  to  stamp  out 
racism  within  and  beyond  our  community. 


GCN  editorials  reflect  the  consensus  of  the 
full-time  staff  collective. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Keeping  public  scrutiny  out  of 
prison 

Dear  GCN: 

What  kind  of  mentality  would  remain  in¬ 
different  to  the  mounting  casualties  in 
prisons  due  to  AIDS  because  those  dying 
and  at  risk  are  basically  poor,  under¬ 
privileged,  Black  and  Puerto  Rican? 

AIDS  is  now  the  number  one  threat  to  the 
lives  of  New  York  state  prisoners.  In  1986, 
124  state  prisoners  were  reported  as  having 
died  of  AIDS,  while  all  other  deaths  that 
year  totaled  62  (NY  Times,  3/5/87).  Given 
the  pattern  in  society-at-large,  we  can  expect 
the  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths  in 
prison  in  1987  to  be  considerably  higher 
when  the  figures  are  released. 

Health  professionals  generally  agree  that 
the  front-line  defense  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  AIDS — in  prison  as  well  as 
society — should  be  education.  The  New 
York  Department  of  Correctional  Services 
(DOCS)  has  made  many  public  statements 
affirming  its  commitment  to  AIDS  educa¬ 


tion.  Yet,  the  actual  policy  in  place  is  one  of 
neglect,  promotion  of  ignorance,  and  the 
utilization  of  various  tactics  to  suppress 
prisoner  initiative  for  education  every  step 
of  the  way.  As  a  prisoner  at  the  Auburn 
facility  who  has  been  struggling  for  effective 
AIDS  education  programs,  I  speak  from  ex¬ 
perience. 

In  June  1987  prisoners  David  Gilbert, 
Angel  Nieves,  and  myself  submitted  to  the 
Auburn  administration  a  proposal  for  a 
‘Prisoner  Education  Project  on  AIDS’ 
(PEPA).  [See  GCN  Vol.15,  No. 27  for 
details  of  the  proposal  and  of  the  support 
for  it  by  several  AIDS  organizations.) 

In  August  DOCS  rejected  the  PEPA  pro¬ 
posal.  However,  we  were  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  tripartite  liaison  group  that  was 
being  formulated  by  the  administration.  In 
substance,  the  administration’s  group  was 
designed  as  a  top-down  approach  with  little 
if  any  direction  coming  from  prisoners,  and 
the  program  had  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
placebo.  We  decided  to  participate  so  as  to 
build  on  their  proposal.  At  an  August  27 
meeting  of  the  liaison  group  Auburn  staff 
requested  David  Gilbert  to  coordinate  the 
prisoner  aspect  of  the  group.  By  all  accounts 
David  did  a  superb  job  and  carried  out  his 
responsibilities  with  tact  and  diplomacy. 
With  amazing  patience  and  understanding, 
Dave  sought  to  reconcile  the  concerns  of  the 
administration  with  the  genuine  needs  of  the 
prisoners.  Officially  he  was  praised  for  his 
efforts.  Unoffically  he  was  punished.  On 
December  22  in  the  early  morning  hours 
prison  officials  came  for  David  and 
transferred  him  to  the  Clinton  prison  near 
the  Canadian  border. 

His  transfer  was  a  serious  loss  to  the 
PEPA  initiative.  However,  we  find  some 
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And  yourself  and 

Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN’s  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you,  and  activate  you. 

join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here’s  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That’s  as  little  as  $IO/monih!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN’s  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we  ll  send  you: 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


your  community. 

•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN': 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 
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consolation  in  knowing  that  his  spirit  will 
touch  others  wherever  he  may  be. 

It  once  occurred  to  me  that  there  may  be 
some  significance  to  the  fact  that  the  ‘Cop¬ 
per  John’ — the  sentry  that  has  stood  atop 
Auburn’s  administration  building  for  over 
100  years — has  his  back  to  the  [prisoner) 
yard  and  faces  the  main  entrance  to  the 
prison.  This  could  be  symbolic  of  the  history 
of  prison  administrators’  desire  to  keep 
public  scrutiny  out  of  the  prisons;  a  desire 
that  has  sometimes  dwarfed  security 
measures  to  keep  prisoners  in. 

At  the  date  of  this  writing,  an  education 
program  on  AIDS  has  yet  to  be  established 
at  Auburn.  The  initiators  of  PEPA  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  prison  officials  will  never  will¬ 
ingly  implement  the  necessary  educational 
programs  without  being  forced  to  do  so.  We 
urge  all  concerned  citizens  to  take  up  the 
challenge  to  insure  that  an  effective  policy 
of  fighting  AIDS  is  in  place  in  the  prisons. 

Mujahid  Farid 
79A0362 
Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13024 

[Letters  protesting  the  inaction  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration  and  its  unwillingness  to  allow 
prisoners  substantial  input,  which  is 
necessary  in  light  of  the  minimal  trust 
prisoners  have  of  administrative  initiatives, 
may  be  sent  to:  Comm.  Coughlin,  DOCS, 
Bldg  2  State  Campus,  Albany,  NY  12226; 
and  to,  Supt  Henderson,  ACF,  135  State 
St.,  Auburn,  NY  13021.) 


We  [prisoners  with  AIDS]  are 
left  alone  with  our  thoughts 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  for  your  letter.  I  also  realize  the 
need  for  education  of  others  about  what 
goes  on  with  us  who  have  AIDS  in  these  in¬ 
stitutions,  so  of  course  you  may  print  my  let¬ 
ter.  I  believe  I  wrote  you  originally  when  1 
was  still  in  my  “shock-stage”  and  the  news 
was  affecting  me  “mentally”.  By  now  I 
think  I  have  pretty  much  gotten  ahold  of 
myself.  Nonetheless  the  situation  is  the 
same.  There  are  still  no  rap  groups  or  any 
type  of  support  for  those  with  AIDS  in  this 
institution.  We  are  just  left  with  our 
thoughts  (which  aren’t  very  positive)  and  ex¬ 
pected  to  deal  with  it  all.  I  have  found 
everyone,  from  the  doctor  to  the  guards  to 
be  cold  and  homophobic.  The  administra¬ 
tion  acts  as  if  there’s  no  problem.  In  reality 
they  are  only  helping  to  kill  us  by  giving  us 
not-needed  stress,  by  being  homophobic 
and  especially  uncaring. 

I  presently  have  filed  a  suit  against  the 
doctor  of  this  institution  for  relaying  my 
medical  status  to  someone  else  without  my 
consent.  I  am  a  prisoner  and  I  do  have  AIDS 
but  dammit  that  doesn’t  mean  I  don’t  have 
rights,  or  that  I  should  be  treated  like  some 
leper.  Why  are  people  so  damn  cold,  Mike? 

Well,  let’s  keep  each  other  informed  of 
our  projects,  and  thanks  again. 

Kyle  Edmiston 
13695 
Box  400 
Rawlins,  WY  82301 

Women  prisoners  on  hunger 
strike  for  equal  rights 

Dear  GCN: 

We  the  women  in  A.C.  [Administrative 
Custody,  i.e.  isolation]  are  on  a  hunger 
strike.  We  feel  our  rights  have  been  violated 
by  reason  of  sexual  discrimination.  We  have 
recently  obtained  information  that  male 
A.C.  prisoners  at  Lucasville  [Ohio  men’s 
prison)  are  permitted  radios,  matches,  and 
3-hour  visits.  We  are  not  permitted  these  at 
all.  We  feel  it  is  sex  discrimination,  being  as 
we  are  women  and  they  are  men.  We  refuse 
to  accept  any  meals  or  drinks  until  we  are 
granted  our  reasonable  rights  and  respect  as 
human  beings. 

Letters  of  support  may  be  sent  to  myself, 
and  letters  of  protest  may  be  sent  to  the 
Warden,  Ohio  Reformatory  for  Women, 
1479  Collins  Ave.,  Marysville,  OH  43040. 

Delana  Emery 
17088 

1479  Collins  Ave. 

Marysville,  OH  43040 

Alcoholics  Together  looking 
for  space 

Dear  GCN: 

Alcoholics  Together  (AT)  is  a  group  that 


meets  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Serv  ice  (GLCS),  w  hich,  as  far  as  we  know,  is 
closing  due  to  financial  trouble.  We  meet 
from  noon  to  1:30,  five  days  a  week,  and 
very  much  need  meeting  space  in  downtown 
Boston. 

AT  helps  many  people  stay  sober.  If  you 
can  help  us  find  a  space,  call  GCN  and  leave 
a  message  (426-4469)  or  write  to  AT  c/o 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Thank  you. 
Bob,  Jack,  Eileen  &  Marcus 
Boston,  MA 

Help  stop  anti-gay  violence 

Dear  GCN: 

StreetSAFE  is  a  community  crime  watch 
organization  based  in  the  Fenway.  Street¬ 
SAFE  volunteers  patrol  the  streets  of  the 
Fenway,  in  groups  of  three,  observing  and 
reporting  suspicious  and  dangerous  activity. 
Volunteers  are  given  free  training  in  street 
awareness,  self-defense,  observation  skills, 
radio  usage  and  more. 

Much  has  been  said  recently  about  the  rise 
of  anti-gay  violence  in  Boston,  especially  in 
the  Fenway.  StreetSAFE  is  one  of  a  growing 
number  of  neighborhood  organizations  in 
this  country  committed  to  countering  anti¬ 
gay  violence  with  action.  We  believe  that  an 
effective  way  to  do  this  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  StreetSAFE  volunteers  patrol¬ 
ling  the  neighborhood  with  a  greater 
awareness  of  this  problem.  We  invite 
employees,  residents  and  students  living  in 
the  Fenway  area  to  participate  in  the  next 
training  class  for  StreetSAFE  crime  watch 
volunteers.  Training  begins  Wednesday, 
February  17th  and  consists  of  four  evening 
sessions,  after  which  volunteers  are  asked  to 
give  only  4  hours  a  month  to  the  program. 

Your  presence  on  the  street  can  help  pre¬ 
vent  anti-gay  violence.  If  you  would  like  to 
get  involved  in  StreetSAFE,  call  us  at 
262-0060. 

Sincerely, 
Judith  Lorei 
Lisa  Price 
StreetSAFE  staff 
Boston,  MA 
A 

“Insulin  shock”  comment 
trivializing 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  about  Mara  Math’s  review  of 
Sarah  Dreher’s  latest  book,  Gray  Magic. 
While  I  appreciated  Ms.  Math’s  con¬ 
sciousness  of  fatphobia  in  the  book,  I  wish 
she  had  been  as  aware  of  her  own  ableist  at¬ 
titudes.  I  refer  specifically  to  her  statement 
that  the  “ooey-gooeyness  of  the  love  in¬ 
terest...  nearly  sent  me  into  insulin  shock.” 
First  of  all,  insulin  shock  results  from  too 
little  sugar  relative  to  the  amount  of  insulin 
available,  not  from  too  much  as  she  sug¬ 
gests.  Too  much  sugar  is  its  own  problem  — 
diabetic  coma.  More  important  than  her  in¬ 
accurate  statement,  however,  is  her  trivializ¬ 
ing  use  of  a  potentially  life-threatening 
situation  to  symbolize  her  dislike  for  “ooey- 
gooeyness.” 

To  paraphrase  her  own  review,  c’mon 
Mara,  you  can  do  better  than  this. 

Sara  Karon 
Malden,  MA 

Let’s  start  caring  about 
ourselves 

Dear  GCN: 

I’ve  been  receiving  your  paper  for  well 
over  a  year  now  and  am  in  full  agreement 
with  the  things  I’ve  read  about  us  convicts 
doing  something  for  ourselves. 

I’m  a  TS  who  has  been  down  for  over  5 
years  and  will  be  going  up  for  parole  in  the 
next  1  to  3  years.  You  ask,  why  am  I  worried 
about  it  already?  From  what  I’ve  seen,  Ten¬ 
nessee  does  not  offer  much  of  any  help  in 
locating  jobs,  and  the  few  halfway  houses 
are  a  back  log  of  waiting  lists,  who  won’t 
even  respond  until  you  have  made  parole,  so 
a  person  has  to  wait  to  even  get  on  a  waiting 
list  and  then  wait  past  their  parole  date 
because  of  not  job  or  housing,  and  no  one 
cares  about  helping.  I  know  several  men  in 
the  Tenn.  system  who  are  still  held  in  here 
because  of  no  rooms  in  halfway  houses  and 
nowhere  else  to  go. 

I‘ve  often  thought  about  trying  to  set  up 
some  type  of  housing  and  job  search  pro¬ 
gram  for  gay/lesbian  and  TV/TS  ex-cons, 
and  then  when  I  saw  the  letter  in  the  Dec.  31 
Continued  on  page  6 


SPEAKING  OUT 


What’s  choice 
with  it? 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

The  following  is  an  edited  version  of  a 
speech  delivered  at  the  Strand  Theater  in 
Dorchester,  Mass,  on  January  22,  the  15th 
anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court’s  Roe  v 
Wade  decision  legalizing  abortion.  The 
event  was  organized  by  the  Reproductive 
Rights  Network  of  Boston  (R2N2),  the 
Boston  chapter  of  NOW  and  the  Alliance 
Against  Women ’s  Oppression. 

Welcome  to  this  celebration  of  legal  abor¬ 
tion.  1  wish  January  22  meant  more  than 
that .  But  the  truth  is  that  we  are  not  winging 
our  way  toward  a  state  of  nirvana  for 
reproductive  rights. 

But  before  I  get  into  all  that,  I  want  to  tell 
you  a  story  about  my  mother.  She’s  an 
Italian  Catholic  immigrant  who  grew  up  in  a 
small  town  called  Civitanova.  In 
Civitanova,  the  local  bishop  was  also  the 
mayor.  This  guy  really  had  things  covered. 
When  my  mother  first  told  me  about  it,  I 
remember  thinking,  “This  is  just  terrible  — 
the  bishop  should  not  be  the  mayor.”  But  I 
realize  now  that  Civitanova  was  not  so 
strange  and  that  we  have  many  bishop- 
mayors  of  our  own.  Reproductive  rights  ac¬ 
tivists,  in  particular,  are  up  against  the  same 
kind  of  package  deal  —  we  face  a  very 
powerful  right  wing  that  wants  to  control  us 
morally,  socially,  sexually  AND 
economically.  The  government  and  the 
right,  like  the  bishop-mayor,  want  it  all. 
Well,  so  do  we. 

We  who  stand  up  for  reproductive  rights 
in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term  throw  up  a 
huge  challenge  to  social  norms,  to  the 
repression  —  on  all  these  levels  —  of 
women,  people  of  color,  disabled  people, 


Reproductive  rights  are 
restricted  in  order  to  deny  us 
knowledge  and  therefore 
control  over  our  bodies ,  to 
regulate  who  is  a  ((fit” 
human  being. 

and  lesbians  and  gay  men.  We’re  saying  that 
the  world  can’t  stay  this  way. 

The  social  and  economic  pressure  I’m 
talking  about  works  in  a  lot  of  ways.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  there  are  pitifully  few  states  left  in 
the  U.S.  that  pay  for  abortions  for  women 
who  aren’t  engineers  or  doctors  or  computer 
scientists.  This  works  to  keep  poor  women 
and  their  communities  scrambling  just  to 
survive.  It’s  also  control  of  sexual  freedom 

—  you  have  sex  and  you’re  going  to  pay  for 
it.  It’s  like  the  Supreme  Court  Hardwick 
decision  upholding  states’  right  to  make  gay 
sex  a  crime.  You  have  sex  and  we’re  going  to 
arrest  you.  And  that’s  how  the  government 
is  trying  to  use  AIDS  —  as  a  tool  of  sexual 
and  economic  repression.  AIDS  has  struck 
over  50,000  people  in  this  country  alone  — 
70  percent  of  whom  are  gay,  40  percent  of 
whom  are  Black  or  Latino.  Of  the  women 
with  AIDS,  80  percent  are  BJack  or  Latina. 
The  right  puts  out  the  message  that  we 
deserve  to  die.  But,  of  course,  they  will 
never  succeed  at  bludgeoning  us  into  forget¬ 
ting  about  our  needs  —  and  that’s  what  sex¬ 
ual  freedom,  all  kinds  of  freedom  is  —  a 
need. 

Limits  on  reproductive  freedom  have 
beei.  used  to  constrain  peoples’  lives  in 
many  other  very  fundamental  ways. 
Sterilization  abuse  is  a  sharp  example  of  that 

—  Native  Americans,  Puerto  Ricans  from 
one  of  the  U.S.  colonies  we  pretend  we 
don’t  have.  Black  women,  particularly  in 
the  South,  disabled  people,  and  people  in 
prisons  and  other  institutions  where  nobody 
sees  what’s  going  down,  too  often  because 
we  don’t  want  to  see  —  forced  sterilization 
has  been  used  in  all  these  cases  to  limit  the 
survival  of  people  who  might  get  it  in  their 
heads  to  fight  back  and  it’s  also  a  function 
of  a  racist  and  generally  exploitative  society. 

Close  to  40  percent  of  Puerto  Rican 
women  on  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico  have 
been  sterilized  and  you  know  what,  it’s 
totally  free,  no  charge  at  all.  There’s  a  movie 
about  it  called  La  Operacion  —  the  opera¬ 
tion.  It’s  so  common,  so  commonly  coerced 
that  Puerto  Ricans  just  call  it  “the  opera¬ 
tion.”  And  between  30  and  40  percent  of 
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Native  American  women  have  been  steriliz¬ 
ed. 

This  particular  form  of  social  control  has 
been  challenged  primarily  by  women  of  col¬ 
or  and  there  are  laws  that  somewhat  curb  the 
abuses. 

There  are  other  sides  to  the  attack  on 
reproductive  rights  —  the  abysmal  lack  of 
childcare;  of  sex  education;  of  subsidized 
pre-natal  care,  which  contributes  to  the  high 
rate  of  infant  mortality  in  Black  and  Latino 
communities;  the  high  incidence  of 
workplace  reproductive  hazards;  the  Mass, 
foster  care  policy  that  won’t  let  gay  men,  les¬ 
bians  and  single  people  care  for  foster 
children.  These  are  other  examples  of  the 
way  reproductive  rights  are  restricted  in 
order  to  keep  us  on  the  edge  of  making  it,  to 
deny  us  knowledge  and  therefore  control  of 
our  bodies,  to  regulate  who  is  a  “fit”  human 
being. 

I  want  to  go  back  to  abortion  for  just  a 
minute  because  while  in  some  ways  it’s  not 
the  issue  —  it’s  a  tool  —  it’s  very  important 
because  we  need  it  and  they’re  making  it 
harder  and  harder  to  get.  Mass,  happens  to 
be  one  of  those  pitifully  few  states  that  still 
provides  state  Medicaid  for  abortion  —  the 
Hyde  amendment  of  1976  cut  off  federal 
Medicaid  for  abortion.  So,  last  year  in 
Mass,  there  was  a  referendum  on  the  ballot 
to  get  rid  of  state  Medicaid  for  abortion.  It 
was  echoed  by  similar  attempts  in  several 
other  states.  And  it  was  a  pretty  cynical 
move  on  the  part  of  the  anti-abortion  people 
—  not  that  that’s  a  new  twist  for  them  — 
because  what  the  proposed  state  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  would  have  done  was  to 
say  that  if  you  could  pay  for  an  abortion, 
you  were  cool  —  go  right  ahead  —  if  you 
couldn’t,  well  then,  we’re  morally  opposed 
to  you  having  one.  We  defeated  that  amend¬ 
ment. 

But  just  a  month  ago,  the  Mass,, 
Legislature  tried  to  pass  a  bill  to  make  it 
harder  for  teenagers  to  get  abortions.  Of  the 
22  states  that  have  laws  limiting  teens’  access 
to  abortion,  Mass,  was  the  first  and  it  has 
the  most  restrictive  one  —  already.  As  the 
law  currently  stands,  teenage  women  have 
to  get  permission  from  both  parents  or  a 
judge  in  order  to  have  an  abortion.  You  can 
picture  it  —  you’re  16,  you’re  pregnant  and 
you  don’t  want  to  be,  and  you  can’t  talk  to 
your  parents  about  it.  Ok,  you  get  yourself  a 
lawyer,  hopefully  for  free  —  this  presumes 
you  have  a  good  grasp  on  what  the  law  is  for 
teens  —  then  you  go  talk  to  a  judge,  hoping 
you’ll  be  found  “mature”  enough  to  make 
your  own  decision.  Then,  say  the  judge  says 
yes,  you  try  to  get  the  money  for  the  abor¬ 
tion,  then  you  find  a  place  to  get  it  —  hoping 
all  the  while  your  parents  don’t  find  out. 
Well,  this  wasn’t  strict  enough.  The 
Legislature  wanted  to  give  parents  the  right 
to  testify  at  the  court  hearings.  They  didn’t 
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get  this  bill  through,  though,  because  they 
were  too  busy  trying  to  fend  off  people  who 
wanted  a  gay  rights  bill.  But  they’ll  try  again 
later. 

There’s  more,  of  course,  like  attempts  to 
coerce  women  in  prison  who  have  AIDS  to 
have  abortions.  Women  with  AIDS  have  a 
50-70  percent  chance  of  not  having  a  child 
with  AIDS.  So  that’s  not  it.  These  women 
are  considered  very,  very  undesirable 
because  they  wrote  a  bad  check  so  they 
could  eat  —  they’re  poor,  they’re  most 
often  women  of  color,  and  they’re  sick  —  so 
they  should  have  abortions.  There  is 
evidence  this  coercion  happening  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  most  probably  in  many  other 
states.  Some  AIDS  activists  believe, 
however,  that  the  govt,  will  not  be  able  to 
live  with  this  contradiction  in  their  “right- 
to-life”  program  —  so  they  may  start  a  new 
wave  of  blatant  sterilization  abuse. 

We  also  have  the  Supreme  Court  to  worry 
about.  If  Kennedy  gets  in  as  the  new  judge, 
he’ll  break  the  current  4-4  tie  on  abortion 
rights,  and  on  a  lot  of  other  things,  too.  We 
know  Reagan  would  never  appoint  a  pro¬ 
abortion  rights  justice,  no  matter  how  much 
Kennedy  says  he  virtually  has  no  firm  views 
on  anything. 

If  we  look  back  over  this  nasty  history  of 
just  abortion,  we  see  that  we  had  about 
three  years  of  limited  rights  ( Roe  v.  Wade 
was  also  restrictive),  we  ’ve  had  12  years 
(since  Hyde)  of  very  limited  rights  —  rights 

We  who  stand  up  for 
reproductive  rights  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term 
throw  up  a  challenge  to  the 
repression  of  women,  people 
of  color,  disabled  people, 
and  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

for  women  who  could  afford  to  pay  for 
abortion  AND  if  Kennedy  flies  ,  we  may 
have  only  a  few  months  left  of  any  access  to 
legal  abortion. 

Now  comes  the  up-beat  part  —  because 
we  do  keep  fighting  back  and  we  can  look 
forward  instead  of  always  reacting  to  the 
right.  Actually  we  can  learn  a  lot  from  the 
right  about  how  to  fight.  One  lesson  we  can 
learn  from  them  is  about  the  pitfalls  of  argu¬ 
ing  for  “individual  rights.”  While  the  anti¬ 
abortion  people  do  talk  about  the  individual 
rights  of  the  fetus  to  live,  emphasize  the 
“baby”  has  a  personality,  “its  own  heart¬ 
beat”  etc  —  they  put  out  very  clearly  that 
they’re  not  really  talking  about  or  concern¬ 
ed  with  the  individual  rights  of  the  fetus  to 
live.  They’re  interested  in  fashioning  a 
return  to  a  “patriotic”  “traditional”  socie¬ 
ty  where  women  will  keep  in  their  places, 
where  English  is  the  only  language,  where 
there  is  no  freedom  of  speech,  where  no  one 
will  commemorate  Martin  Luther  King  Day 
just  last  Monday. 

Oddly  enough,  we  talk  about  individual 
rights,  too,  of  women  to  have  abortions. 
But  we  really  want  freedom  for  all  women 

—  we  have  to  put  out  that  message  and  get 
back  in  touch  with  why  abortion  is  such  a 
central  issue.  Our  vision  isn’t  getting  out 
nearly  as  well  as  the  other  side’s  is. 

I  think  our  vision  is  of  a  society  in  which 
“choice”  —  that  euphemism  we  sometimes 
use  for  abortion  —  would  actually  mean 
something  for  all  of  us.  Where  women  could 
make  decisions  about  having  children  and 
parenting  children  free  from  social  coercion 

—  free  childcare,  decent  jobs,  health  care, 
affordable  housing,  no  more  mandated 
heterosexuality,  an  end  to  racism,  sexism, 
economic  exploitation  etc.  Choice  shouldn’t 
mean  the  right  to  choose  a  legal  abortion  — 
real  choice  is  having  social  and  economic 
conditions  that  allow  people  to  live  full  and 
productive  free  lives.. 

We’re  going  to  have  to  fight  for  this 
dream,  but  then  we  know  we  can  do  that 
because  we've  done  it  before;  women  fought 
for  legalized  abortion  —  it  wasn’t  handed 
down  to  us  on  a  silver  platter.  We  marched, 
we  screamed,  we  said  NOW.  The  Supreme 
Court  didn’t  just  happen  to  see  the  error  of 
their  ways.  We  made  it  so  they  had  no 
"choice”  but  to  make  our  needs  legal.  It’s  a 
lot  like  the  legal  reforms  that  happened  as  a 
result  of  the  civil  rights  movement  and  anti¬ 
war  protests  of  the  ’60s  —  people  made 
change,  the  courts  and  politicians  just  wrote 
some  of  it  down. 

Similarly,  we  have  to  push  forward  for 


something  that  looks  like  freedom,  not 
focus  solely  on  getting  our  “rights”  from 
the  powers-that-be.  The  very  idea  of  asking 
or  even  demanding  “rights”  implies  giving 
over  power  to  the  government  to  bestow  or 
more  often  deny  our  ability  to  make  deci¬ 
sions  about  our  lives.  They  —  the  govern¬ 
ment,  etc.  don’t  have  the  right  to  do  that. 
We  never  gave  it  over.  So,  while  we  have  to 
be  there  for  the  legal  battles  etc.,  we  have  to 
be  thinking  and  organizing  in  terms  of 
freedom  and  needs  —  instead  of  rights. 

Finally,  to  get  there,  we  need  to  build  a 
progressive  coalition  to  take  on  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  in  its  broadest  sense.  It  can’t  be 
left  to  the  province  of  the  mainstream  where 
the  only  talk  is  about  privacy.  How  about 
some  publicity  for  a  change?  It’s  the  same 
problem  with  the  campaign  to  wipe  out 
sodomy  laws  —  we  keep  talking  about 
privacy,  quietly  suggesting  individual  rights. 
But  that’s  not  it.  Privacy  has  been  used 
against  us  time  and  time  again  —  in 
domestic  violence  cases  where  the  courts 
and  cops  say  “it’s  a  family,  private  matter”, 
in  abortion  rights  work  where  the  right  says, 
“if  it’s  private,  why  should  we  pay  for  it?” 

We  don’t  need  privacy  —  that  only  works 
if  you’re  rich  and  white  and  male  and 
heterosexual.  We  need  publicity.  Abortion, 
childcare,  pre-natal  care,  sexual  freedom 
and  the  social  conditions  that  don’t  allow 
for  these  aren’t  our  private,  individual  pro¬ 
blems.  They  aren’t  a  form  of  neurosis. 
Reproductive  issues  have  everything  to  do 
with  how  this  society  runs. 

If  we’re  ever  going  to  get  beyond  legal 
abortion  for  women  who  can  pay,  we  have 
to  fight  in  the  broadest  possible  coalition  for 
the  deepest  change.  Not  because  we  deserve 
rights,  but  because  we  need  our  lives  back. 

Stephanie  Poggi  is  a  member  of  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  of  Boston 
(R2N2)  and  is  GCN's  features  editor. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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issue  from  Whitney  Ken  Huster,  I  decided  I 
couldn’t  wait  any  longer.  So  I’ve  written 
Mr.  Huster  and  said  ‘Let’s  get  it  together  in 
1988.’ 

And  this  to  you  inside  the  walls: 
NOBODY  is  going  to  do  it  for  us  unless  we 
first  start  caring  about  ourselves.  So  let’s 
start  writing  letters  to  friends,  businesses, 
and  groups  etc.  and  seek  out  that  informa¬ 
tion.  When  you  write  a  business,  group  or 
someone  you  don’t  know,  enclose  a  Self- 
Addressed-Stamped  Envelope  (SASE)  for 
them  to  use.  This  usually  gets  a  response. 

We  need  to  start  compiling  this  informa¬ 
tion  now.  He  doesn’t  know  this  yet  but  Mr. 
Huster  and  I  are  going  to  start  a  news  infor¬ 
mation  letter  of  some  type  and  some  how 
and  in  1988.  So  we  can  contribute  to 
something  that  will  benefit  any  convict 
across  the  USA. 

1  can  receive  letters  from  other  prisoners 
and  can  receive  stamps,  so  you  can  start  by 
writing  today  with  any  information  you 
have  that  would  be  useful  for  others  to 
know  about.  If  you  want  to  request  any  info 
we  may  have  so  far,  please  send  a  SASE  to 
me.  If  you  are  in  prison,  let  us  know  if  you 
can’t  receive  mail  directly  from  other 
prisons,  and  if  you  can’t,  be  sure  to  enclose 
another  stamp  so  we  can  have  your  info  re¬ 
mailed  to  you  from  an  outside  location. 

Let’s  get  this  together! 

Crystal  Dawn  Boyd 
Rt  1  Box  101461 
Only,  TN  37140 
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LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
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van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
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work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 
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Insurance 
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Congress  St. 
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Two  takes  on 
“Two  in  Twenty” 


Helene  (Sidney  Issac),  left,  discusses  lesbianism  with  her  mother  (Valerie  Stevens)  in  Two  in  Twenty 


When  a  soap  isn’t  a  soap 

A  case  of  genre  confusion  and  flat  characters 


By  K.  Kotik 

he  keenly  anticipated  world  premiere 
of  the  lesbian  soap  opera  Two  in 
Twenty  met  with  uproarious  approval 
from  the  sold-out  crowd  at  Somerville 
Theater  on  January  22nd  and  23rd.  As  Max¬ 
ine,  Ms. tress  of  Ceremonies,  oft  reminded 
us,  we  were  watching  not  only  a  five-part 
video,  but  herstory  in  the  making. 
Herstory?  Yes.  A  critical  success?  Not  quite. 

Two  in  Twenty  is  a  wonderful  idea,  the 
execution  of  which  is  beset  by  flaws.  These 
flaws  fall  into  three  main  categories:  pro¬ 
duction,  genre,  and  characterization. 

Despite  what  was  obviously  a  lot  of  hard 
work  by  the  production  crew,  the  show  is 
plagued  by  audio  and  visual 
Pr°blems-  The  constant 
background  hum  and  fre¬ 
quent  changes  in  volume  distract  from  the 
actresses’  speech.  Also  disconcerting  were 
the  dim,  chalky  lighting  and  unsteady 
camera  movements.  These  problems  are 
hard  to  overcome  without  a  hefty  budget, 
but  unfortunately  their  effect  is  to  make 
suspension  of  disbelief  impossible.  There  is 
little  chance  that  an  audience  could  ignore 
the  unintentional  glitches  and  become  truly 
immersed  in  the  content  of  the  show. 

If  you  did  focus  on  the  content  of  the 
show  you  might  wonder  what,  exactly,  it 
was  supposed  to  be.  Touted  as  a  soap  opera. 
Two  in  Twenty  falls  short,  or  perhaps  long 
of  that  claim. 

Soap  operas  ate  a  highly  specific,  stylized 
form  of  storytelling  (or  for  the  cynics  among 
us:  advertising).  One  of  the  producers  was 
introduced  after  the  show  with  the  comment 
that  she  had  never  seen  a  soap  opera  until 
she  began  work  on  this  projecf  in  1985. 
From  the  looks  of  the  finished  product,  I 
don’t  doubt  it: 

Each  episode  of  a  soap  is  supposed  to 
consist  of  interwoven  plot-lines  that  build  in 
suspense.  Every  dialogue  or  exchange 
should  move  the  story  along  and  create 
dramatic  tension.  This  is  a  tall  order  which 
Two  in  Twenty  doesn’t  quite  fill.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  there  are  about  five  scenes  in  a  row  of 
the  “baby-dyke”  character,  Flelene  (Sidney 
Issac),  coming  out  to  her  mother.  These 
should  have  been  broken  up  and  interspers¬ 
ed  with  other  happenings.  There  was  also  a 
long  stretch  of  courtroom  scenes  that  began 
to  resemble  Divorce  Court.  The  show  lacks 
the  pacing,  and  hence  the  feel,  of  a  soap 
opera. 

In  addition  to  a  rapid-change  editing 
style,  soaps  also  utilize  a  fierce  economy  of 
speech.  Everything  a  character  says  must 
relate  directly  either  to  her  emotions  or  the 
action  of  the  story.  Otherwise  the  story  gets 


muddled  and  so  does  the  audience:  we  lose 
the  focus.  An  instance  of  this  in  Two  in 
Twenty  was  when  the  character  Lee  (Sandra 
Heffley)  was  shown  stuffing  envelopes  for  a 
gay  organization  as  various  people  came  in 
and  out  to  talk  or  to  help.  What  was  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  scene?  To  establish  Lee’s  ties  to  a 
group  that  might  affect  her  custody  battle? 
To  develop  her  relationship  with  her  co¬ 
volunteer?  To  show  her  in  conflict  with  her 
housemates?  There  are  too  many  scenes  in 
Two  in  Twenty  that  lack  a  specific  focus. 

Because  of  the  ways  in  which  the  show 
deviates  from  the  soap  format  it  often  seems 
to  be  trying  to  parody  the  soaps.  A  parody  is 
only  successful,  however,  when  the 
parodists  are  familiar  inside  and  out  with 
the  genre  they  are  sending  up,  as  in  Soap  or 
Mary  Hartman,  Mary  Hartman.  The  pro¬ 
ducers  and  writers  of  Two  in  Twenty  are  a 
little  too  vague  about  what  a  soap  really  is  to 
be  able  to  play  with  the  formula. 

And  perhaps  they  shouldn’t  try.  The  com¬ 
ment  I’ve  heard  most  often  from  fans  of  the 
show  is,  “The  commercials  are  even  better 
than  the  show!”  Indeed  some  of  the  fic¬ 
tionalized  ads  are  so  funny  that  the  creative 
minds  behind  Two  in  Twenty  might  con¬ 
sider  devoting  their  energies  to  a  comedy 
show,  a  la  Saturday  Night  Live. 

Beyond  the  production  quality  and  genre 
confusion  lies  the  problem  of  two- 
dimensional  characterization.  The  six  main 
characters  are  certainly  all  recognizable 
types  from  the  lesbian  community,  but 
that’s  just  the  problem,  they’re  all  types,  not 
people.  Luna  Birdsong,  the  radical 
separatist  character,  is  too  broadly  defined 
by  her  crystals  and  tofu  and  tarot  cards.  The 
other  characters  suffer  from  tokenism  as 
well. 

All  dramatists  are  confronted  with  the 
challenge  of  creative,  engaging  and 
believable  characters.  Strangely,  in  order  to 
be  successful  some  realism  must  be  sacrific¬ 
ed.  It  seems  that  the  writers  have  ignored 
that  rule  in  an  effort  to  remain  true  to  a 
community  starved  for  images  of  itself  in  the 
media.  The  result  is  characters  that  are  easily 
identified,  but  that  don’t  breathe. 

Two  in  Twenty  is  too  self-conciously  gay 
to  allow  its  characters  to  be  people  first  and 
foremost.  Issues  of  homosexuality  crop  up 
in  most  of  the  story-lines,  overshadowing 
the  characters  lives.  What  if  everything  was 
the  same  but  Two  in  Twenty  were  a  show 
about  heterosexual  women?  Would  the  au¬ 
dience  still  be  so  enthusiastic?  Hardly.  It  is 
•essential  to  judge  creative  efforts  on  their 
merit,  not  on  how  much  we  would  like  for 
them  to  succeed.  □ 


A  romp  through 
lavender  land 


‘ ’With  Two  in  Twenty  as  a  precedent  we  can  finally  take  the 
C  &  L  relationship  one  step  further.  ” 

—  Tyne  Daly  and  Sharon  Gless,  stars  of  Cagney 
and  Lacey  as  “quoted”  on  2  in  20  program  cover. 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

he  lesbian  crowd-pleaser  event  of  the 
year,  if  not  the  decade,  opened  in  the 
Boston  area  with  pomp,  circumstance 
and  kick-ass  flash.  Two  in  Twenty  is  a  video 
romp  through  lavender  land  that  exceeded 
my  best  expectations.  This  dyke  soap  opera, 
a  community  venture  in  the  making  for  over 
three  years,  is  polished,  dead-pan  funny  and 
right  on  the  mark  with  savvy  digs  at  lesbian 
mores. 

The  five  hour-long  episodes  premiered 
Jan.  22  and  23  to  enraptured,  standing 
room  only  crowds  at  the 
l  Somerville  Theatre.  The 

MM?iSe  brainchild  of  producer 
Laurel  Chiten,  with  assistance  from  the 
outset  by  Cheryl  Qamar  and  Debra  Granik, 
Two  in  Twenty  unfolds  with  satiric  punch 
and  well-timed  suspense.  Focusing  on  two 
lesbian  households  in  the  Boston  environs, 
the  plot  includes  such  community-wide 
staples  as  therapy,  infatuation  with  your 
therapist,  coming  out,  coming  out  to  your 
mother,  tarot  readings,  getting  sober,  child 
custody,  bisexuality,  and  even  the  infamous 
“lesbian  bed  death.”  And  those  are  just  a 
sampling  of  the  complex,  spoof-ridden  story' 
lines. 

To  spice  the  video  even  further,  the  pro¬ 
ducers  include  an  array  of  advertisements 
that  almost  out-funny  the  soap  itself.  So  be 
it  —  comedy  coming  from  all  directions 
makes  the  whole  product  even  stronger. 
Whereas  the  commercials  are  bold-faced 
parodies,  the  humor  in  the  plot  relies  mostly 
on  placing  lesbian  scenarios  within  standard 
moments  of  melodrama.  Dyke  celebrity 
cameos  that  appear  throughout  are  riotous 
as  well.  Holly  Near  cynic  though  I  am,  I  was 
on  the  floor  with  laughter  when  she  pep¬ 
pered  a  soda  commercial  with  “Ah,  Lezz 
Fizz,  makes  me  feel  so  bubbly  without  the 
bubbles.” 

Much  of  the  Two  in  Twenty  humor  is  in¬ 
sider  stuff;  this  soap  is  clearly  made  for  les¬ 
bians  who  have  been  around  the  city  block, 
with  a  few  road  trips  to  Michigan.  Gay  men 
may  love  it  as  well,  and  others  with  a  hook 
into  contemporary  urban  dyke  life.  The 
videomakers  exude  fondness  for  network 
soaps,  a  genre  some  call  feminist  for  its 
predominant  focus  on  women’s  lives.  I 
don’t  agree  —  I  think  straight  soaps  are 
motivated  by  exploitative  marketing  and  the 
taming  of  women  —  but  I  love  lesbian  med¬ 
dling  in  pop  culture.  Two  in  Twenty  does 


that  to  the  hilt  and  throws  hints  at  the 
purveyors  of  mainstream  media:  why  can’t 
we  view  work  that  includes  people  of  all  col¬ 
ors  and  sexualities,  of  varying  ages  and 
ablebodiedness?  Why  can’t  we  be  exposed 
to  topics  of  import  beyond  the  scope  of 
domestic  infidelities? 

For  all  its  back-handed  comedy,  Two  in 
Twenty  does  grapple  with  weighty  issues  as 
well.  The  scene  of  main  character  Helene 
(Sidney  Issac)  coming  out  to  her  mother 
(Valerie  Stevens)  is  a  roller  coaster  of 
sadness,  betrayal  and  love.  This  very  in¬ 
tense,  beautifully-acted  sequence  between  a 
middle-aged  Black  woman  and  her  baby 
dyke  daughter  swells  with  the  tragedies  of 
heterosexist  and  sexist  oppression.  Similarly 
potent  are  the  plots  concerning  Helene’s  in¬ 
volvement  with  a  deaf  woman,  Angela  (Pat¬ 
ti  Wilson),  and  the  struggle  of  Lee  (Sandra 
Heffley)  to  maintain  custody  of  her  teenage 
daughter  Charlie  (Melissa  Lohman). 

Two  in  Twenty  includes  a  character  with 
AIDS,  David  (Paul  Everett),  who  befriends 
medical  intern  and  closet  bisexual  Sharon 
(Cassandra  Marshall-Cato).  In  David’s 
several  scenes,  he  talks  with  Sharon  from  a 
hospital  bed  about  his  ongoing  love  for  both 
his  wife  and  his  male  lover.  The  acting  is  flat 
and  the  dialogue  rather  forced,  but  the  plot 
develops  with  David  and  Sharon  growing  to 
understand  each  other’s  attraction  to  both 
genders.  Hence,  David  is  not  just  a  token 
person  with  AIDS,  but  a  character  who  fur¬ 
ther  clarifies  the  plot  twist  of  Sharon’s 
bisexuality.  The  intricate  connection  bet¬ 
ween  characters,  with  plenty  of  surprise 
revelations,  is  one  of  Two  in  Twenty’s 
strongest  qualities. 

So  is  timing,  which  lends  much  to  the 
soap’s  humor.  One  example  of  this 
suspense-enhancing  device  happens  at  the 
break  between  episodes  three  and  four, 
which  kept  the  premiere  Boston  audience 
hanging  from  Friday  to  Saturday  night. 
Helene,  struggling  to  get  over  a  crush  on  her 
therapist  Nikki  (Amy  Meblin),  has  confided 
everything  to  her  roommate  and  best  friend 
M.J.  (Diane  Beckett).  Meanwhile,  M.J.,  a 
budding  rock  star  and  “trysexual”  (“I’ll  try 
anything”),  has  begun  seducing  Nikki 
whom  she  met  at  a  TV  studio.  Nikki,  who  is 
stepping  out  on  her  main  squeeze  Lee, 
doesn’t  know  that  M.J.  is  her  client’s  room¬ 
mate.  As  the  curtain  drops  on  episode  three, 
Continued  on  page  12 
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The  following  is  a  memoir  of  sorts.  Some  names 
and  identifying  details  have  been  changed  to  pro¬ 
tect  confidentiality. 

an  I  help  you?”  asks  a  puzzled 
male  voice. 

“Yes,  I’m  interested  in  the 
AIDS  Action  hospice  group.” 

“Oh,  my  secretary  said  AGE  Action!” 
We  laugh  at  the  absurdity.  It  is  1983  and 
AIDS  is  not  yet  a  household  word. 


I  am  walking  down  a  snowy  street  in 
Brookline.  Three  men  and  I  converge  at  a 
front  door,  introduce  ourselves,  and  shake 
hands.  Leo,  the  man  my  friend  Laurel  had 
suggested  I  phone  about  the  hospice  group, 
opens  the  door.  We  ascend  the  stairs  to  his 
apartment.  Almost  immediately,  I  hear  my 
name  called  and  Peter  and  Randy  run  over 
and  hug  me. 

It  is  my  introduction  to  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  formed  as  a  support 
group  in  1982  at  Boston’s  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  (FCHC),  a  local  gay 
and  lesbian  health  clinic.  Peter,  Randy, 
Laurel  and  I  had  trained  together  for  ten 
weeks  beginning  in  December  of  that  year  at 
OMEGA,  the  Somerville,  Mass,  hospice 
organization.  Like  other  hospice  groups, 
OMEGA  provides  support  to  people  facing 
life-threatening  illnesses.  It  turned  out  that 
more  than  half  of  our  class  was  gay  and  les¬ 
bian.  Though  I  don’t  recall  Peter  or  Randy 
mentioning  they  planned  to  work  with  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  (PWAs),  I  remember  Peter 
coming  out  to  the  group  as  a  gay  man. 

So  much  has  happened  since  then.  Randy 
was  one  of  the  green  shirted  men  on  the 
cover  of  the  Boston  Globe  Magazine  when  it 
featured  “The  Social  Impact  of  AIDS”  in 
July,  1983. 1  saved  it,  not  only  because  it  was 
a  “gay  piece,”  but  also  because  that  month 
1  had  come  out  to  my  mother. 

This  night,  six  months  later,  it  is  heart¬ 
warming  to  be  welcomed  by  men  who  know 
something  about  me.  I  am  the  only  woman 
at  this  meeting  and  it  feels  strange.  “Why  is 
she  here?”  registers  on  some  of  the  faces 
around  me  as  we  sit  in  a  small  circle  and  talk 
about  why  we  want  to  do  hospice  work  with 
men  with  AIDS. 

Larry  Kessler,  the  only  paid  staff  member 
of  the  AAC,  asks  me  about  my  experience 
with  OMEGA.  Randy  and  Peter  jump  in, 
and  both  talk  about  our  training  together.  I 
mention  that,  given  my  own  experience 
with  a  dying  loved  one  and  no  one  to  talk  to 
about  it,  1  feel  compelled  to  work  with 
others  who  may  be  as  isolated  or  alienated  as 
I  had  felt.  I  also  say  the  stigmatizing  around 
AIDS  deeply  disturbs  me.  This  seems  to 
strike  a  cord  with  the  men  who  have  spoken 
of  friends  dying  and  of  their  own  fears. 

Writing  this  four  years  later,  I  don’t 
remember  who  else  was  there  except  for 
Steven.  I  remember  his  excitement  that  I,  a 
woman,  was  interested  in  AIDS  work.  On 
the  subway  trip  back  into  town  I  waited  to 
see  if  he  would  ask,  but  I  don’t  recall  if  he 
did.  I  know  I  said  that  as  a  lesbian  and  a 
hospice  volunteer,  AIDS  work  seemed  to 
come  naturally.  We  talked  about  being  out¬ 
siders  in  some  contexts  —  he,  a  white  gay 
man  singing  in  a  Black  church  choir  and  I,  a 
white  lesbian,  the  only  woman  at  a  meeting 
about  what  was  then  thought  to  be  a 
predominantly  gay  male  affliction.  Shrug¬ 
ging,  I  said  1  supposed  I’d  get  used  to  it. 
Besides,  Laurel  was  already  involved  and 
there  had  to  be  other  like-minded  women. 


Finding  the  address  on  the  dark  South 
End  street,  I  shiver  in  the  January  wind.  A 
young  intense-looking  man  —  Kevin  — 
greets  me  inside.  He  and  another  handsome 
man  are  eating  dinner.  I  am  early  as  usual 
and  nervous,  but  I  manage  to  introduce 
myself.  1  decline  Kevin’s  ofter  to  join  them 
and  settle  stiffly  on  a  couch  to  await  my  First 
AIDS  hospice  meeting.  Several  men  come 
in.  A  friendly  woman,  Gail,  sits  next  to  me. 


Another,  Katie,  who  appears  around  my  age 
and  a  middle-aged  woman,  Joyce,  enter. 
Joyce  comes  over  and  offers  her  hand  so  I 
figure  she’s  a  dyke.  I’m  not  sure  about  the 
other  two.  The  meeting  starts  and,  red¬ 
faced,  I  shyly  introduce  myself.  It  turns  out 
Katie,  too  went  through  the  OMEGA  train¬ 
ing  before  joining  the  Committee. 

There  are  about  twenty  of  us,  seven 
women.  Meeting  every  two  weeks,  we  func¬ 
tion  as  a  support  group,  especially  for  those 
of  us  who  are  assigned  to  a  PWA.  It  is  the 
only  place  many  of  us  have  to  talk  about 
AIDS,  to  apprise  each  other  of  any  press 
coverage,  to  vent.  Rhonda  and  Jim,  the  two , 
therapists  who  called  the  original  meeting  at 
Fenway  to  form  AAC,  come  to  some 
meetings  and  Larry  comes  to  most.  Peter 
becomes  the  second  paid  staffer  and  later 
Gail  is  hired  as  the  Committee  adminstrative 
assistant,  all  housed  in  a  basement  office  at 
Fenway  Health  Center. 

After  an  interview  with  Peter  and  Leo,  I 
am  officially  open  for  assignment  in 
February  1984.  Katie  and  I  become  pals, 
usually  going  to  meetings  together  and  shar¬ 
ing  an  interest  of  going  into  social  work 
some  time  in  the  future.  Of  the  other 
women,  Kathy,  Bev,  Joyce  and  Laurel  are 
health  providers  and  Gail  (the  only  straight 
woman)  became  involved  when  a  dear 
friend  became  ill.  Kevin  was  the  buddy  to 
Gail’s  friend.  I  feel  a  particular  affinity  for 
him,  perhaps  because  he  is  young,  Irish  and 
gay.  And  angry. 

Paul-David,  a  newcomer  of  late  from  the 
Bay  Area,  tells  us  about  Shanti  and  New 
York’s  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  in  his  soft 
southern  drawl.  I  enjoy  hearing  about  San 
Francisco,  the  gay  mecca.  Only  recently 
have  I  braved  a  woman’s  bar  alone  and,  in 
March,  had  my  first  affair  with  a  woman 
now  living  in  SF.  P-D  tals  about  feminism, 
too,  and  acknowledges  racism  in  the  gay 
community.  It’s  like  a  breath  of  fresh  air. 
He’s  the  only  one  younger  than  I  in  the 
group.  We  become  closer,  sharing  an  ap¬ 
preciation  for  Audre  Lorde. 


Kevin  is  furious.  The  Eagle,  a  men’s 
leather  bar  in  the  South  End,  continues  to 
show  Eddie  Murphy  videos  and  play  Donna 
Summer  music.  Murphy  features  homo- 
phobic  and  AIDSphobic  jokes  while 
Boston-born  Summer,  a  favorite  in  gay 
discos,  has  been  quoted  as  saying  people 
with  AIDS  “deserve  what  they  get.”  We 
picket  the  bar  on  a  warm  night  after  in¬ 
dividual  pressure  doesn’t  work.  Cops, 
Larry,  and  Boston’s  mayoral  liaison  to  the 
community  Ann  Maguire,  show  up  as  we 
walk  in  a  circle  outside  the  entrvway.  Our 
protest  lasts  less  than  an  hour  but  one  enrag¬ 
ed  patron  begins  to  pick  on  Katie  because 
she  is  the  smallest  of  us  and  because  she  is  a 
woman.  He  calls  her  a  “dyke  commie.”  The 
scene  might  be  laughable  but  for  the  ten¬ 
sion,  pain  and  misogyny  of  the  moment. 

“Why  don’t  you  pick  on  someone  your 
own  size?”  I  say  angrily  as  he  tries  to  push 
her  out  of  line. 


In  April,  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  Secretary,  Margaret 
Heckler,  a  one-time  Congresswoman  from 
Mass.,  calls  a  press  conference  and  predicts 
a  preventive  vaccine  for  AIDS  will  be 
“ready  for  testing  in  approximately  two 
years.”  (Already,  Gallo’s  HTLV-III  has 
been  hailed  as  “the  virus”  causing  AIDS,  a 
contention  that  will  be  hotly  disputed.) 
Heckler  later  retracts  the  statement,  warn¬ 
ing  AIDS  must  be  stopped  before  it  reaches 
the  general  population.”  She  never  ad¬ 
dresses  the  lack  of  federal  impetus  for  AIDS 
funding,  but  continues  to  call  the  disease  the 
nation's  “number  one  public  health  pro¬ 
blem.”  Nor  does  she  discuss  what 
policymakers  intend  to  do  with  those 
already  infected  or  showing  symptoms  when 
the  hailed  vaccine  ever  appears.  Meanwhile 


in  1984,  San  Francisco  spends  $7.6  million 
in  AIDS-related  programs  and  Boston’s 
Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  funnels  $150,000  in 
Community  Development  Block  Grants 
(federal  funds  distributed  by  cities)  to  AIDS 
Action. 


Kevin  is  diagnosed  in  May.  Louie, 
another  man  in  the  group,  is  also  ill.  They 
are  the  first  buddies  in  Boston  to  live  with 
AIDS. 

And  that  is  how  we  refer  to  it;  “hospice” 
is  losing  favor.  The  group  is  hit  hard. 
Several  men  talk  about  guilt  and  confusion. 
“Why  not  me?”  Peter  asks  one  night.  The 
women  face  other  sorts  of  alienation  and 
Laurel  speaks  eloquently  one  night  about 
how  defensive  she  feels  when  lesbians  ask 
why  she  is  putting  energy  into  AIDS.  I  listen 
curiously.  No  one  has  asked  the  question  of 
me,  but  then  I  know  few  lesbians. 

“They’re  asking  what  are  they  doing  for 
ms?”  she  says  ironically,  looking  around  the 
room.  “AIDS  is  a  gay  mens’  disease.” 


It  is  Gay  Pride  Day  in  Boston.  Katie  and  I 
run  into  the  Boston  Public  Library  to 
change  into  the  verdant  green  “To  Life” 
shirts  of  the  AAC.  It  is  the  first  March  for 
both  of  us  and  we  are  flushed  with  pleasure. 
Lining  up  behind  the  banners,  we  carry 
some  of  the  signs  stenciled  with  the  dates  of 
each  person  whose  official  cause  of  death  is 
AIDS.  We’ve  been  instructed  to  stay 
dignified:  no  cheering. 

Chills  run  through  me  in  the  brilliant  June 
sunshine  as  we  lead  off  the  March.  There  is 
scattered  applause  but  also  a  stillness  as  we 
march  in  our  green,  bearing  witness.  The 
bells  toll  from  the  Arlington  Street  Church 
sending  us  forth  and  welcoming  us  at  the 
same  moment.  I  feel  strong  reflecting  on  the 
battles  I  have  waged  with  my  family,  with 
myself,  to  be  here  today.  Most  striking, 
perhaps,  I  feel  like  a  soldier,  as  if  I  am  part 
of  a  battalion  marching  off  to  war.  I  am 
uneasy  about  that. 

A  man  with  a  camera  is  taking  so  many 
pictures  as  we  march  down  from  the  State 
House  summit  that  we  joke  he’s  from  the 
FBI.  He  approaches  those  of  us  holding  the 
“How  Many  More  Must  Die?”  banner  and 
asks  what  the  signs  are  for.  “All  the  people 
who’ve  already  died,”  someone  says. 

“In  the  U.S.?” 

Stunned,  we  exchange  glances  and  say  “in 
Massachusetts.”  He  looks  shocked,  turns 
and  walks  away  without  a  word. 

“Jesus!”  says  the  exasperated  man  next 
to  me.  Several  others  will  ask  the  same  thing 
before  the  day  is  over. 

At  the  gate  to  the  Common,  we  split  to 
line  the  entry  route  and  watch  the  rest  of  the 
parade  march  in.  Spotting  a  woman  from 
high  school,  I  call  her  name. 

“What  are  you  doing  here?”  she  asks. 

“What  do  you  think?!”  I  smile  and  tell, 
her  I’m  in  the  book.  The  man  next  to  me 
chuckles  as  she  walks  away  still  gaping. 


One  night  Peter  asks  how  I’m  feeling,  still 
unassigned.  It’s  been  several  months. 

“Pretty  useless,”  I  say  quietly,  meeting 
the  men’s  eyes  around  the  circle.  They  are  all 
assigned  and,  again,  I  am  the  only  woman  at 
the  meeting.  Joyce,  Kathy  and  Bev  are  all 
working  in  paired  buddy  situations  and 
Katie  has  begun  work  with  a  Haitian  family 
whose  children  are  infected.  I  hope  the  up¬ 
coming  AIDS  training  weekend  will  help  me 
to  feel  more  included. 

It  begins  on  a  sweltering  July  day  in  Leo’s 
large  living  room.  Gazing  around  me  at  the 
new  men,  I  marvel  at  all  the  varieties  of  peo¬ 
ple  so  often  lumped  into  “a  lifestyle”  —  as 
if  gayness  is  monolithic.  Gail,  Katie,  and  I 
are  part  of  AAC’s  First  in-house  education 
and  team-building  workshop.  We  pair  off 
for  introductory  exercises  and  I  meet 
Richard,  a  blond  man  with  a  Celtic  accent. 


Katie’s  partner  is  Mil,  a  sharp-featured 
redhead  who  appears  very  serious.  We  are 
told  to  look  closely  and  decide  whether  our 
partner  is  single  or  coupled,  gay,  straight,  or 
of  “indeterminate  sexuality,”  in  short,  what 
he  or  she  is  like  and  our  own  assumptions 
about  that. 

Richard  shoots  Peter  a  glance  when  I 
guess  that  he’s  single  and  thirtyish  —  wrong 
on  both  counts.  He  is  in  his  mid-twenties 
and  formerly  a  volunteer  with  the  Terence 
Higgins  Trust,  London’s  version  of  AAC, 
named  for  thr  first  Englishman  to  die  with 
AIDS.  Mostly  I  like  what  he  says  about  me 
though  I’m  annoyed  when  he  guesses  “in¬ 
determinate  sexuality.”  (We  will  kid  each 
other  about  that  one  for  years!)  Mil  gives 
Katie  the  beneFit  of  the  doubt:  single  with  as 
many  girlfriends  as  she  wants!  (She  elbows 
me  and  I  snicker  about  it.) 

A  flamboyant  man  asks  us  to  fill  out  a 
questionnaire  on  the  subject  of  AIDS  in  our 
lives.  I  take  issue  with  one  true/false  item: 
“AIDS  has  taken  all  the  fun  out  of  being 
gay.”  It  presumes  “the  gay  community”  is 
only  men,  or  that  the  effect  is  the  same  for 
lesbians.  On  one  of  our  balcony  breaks, 
Bob,  cute  and  bubbly  in  his  coveralls  outfit, 
tells  me  he’s  never  known  any  lesbians.  To 
him  “the  gay  community”  has  always 
meant  “parties,  men,  lots  of  shopping,  men 
— .”  We  joke  about  all  the  lesbian 
stereotypes. 

Kevin  and  Louie,  Fernando  (a  Puerto 
Rican  man  with  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma)  and 
Brian,  a  former  nurse,  are  sheduled  to  join 
us  for  the  Persons  with  AIDS  segment.  Each 
very  different  and  articulate,  they  speak 
about  the  isolation,  homophobia  and 
patronization  they’ve  encountered.  It  is  the 
first  time  many  of  the  trainees  have  en¬ 
countered  a  man  with  AIDS.  Kevin  is  angry 
and  confrontative.  Gaunt,  more  so  than  in 
May,  he  tells  us  PWAs  are  not  victims  and 
how  disempowering  it  is  to  refer  to  them  as 
such. 


In  August  I  go  to  San  Francisco  for  the 
first  time.  I  feel  strangely  at  home.  Sexuality 
is  palpable  in  the  streets.  There  are  also 
AIDS  billboards  in  the  subway  stations,  in¬ 
formation  tables  in  the  Castro  and 
brochures  in  the  openly  gay  businesses. 


Returning  to  Boston  in  September  I  am 
more  frustrated  with  the  wait  at  AAC. 
Maybe  there’s  a  reason  they’re  not  telling 
me;  otherwise  why  haven’t  I  been  assigned 
yet?  I  jot  a  note  posing  the  questions  to 
Peter.  Why  are  there  no  lesbian  primary 
buddies?  And  what  about  the  Dynasty  Ball 
poster?  It  is  of  a  man;  and  several  women 
have  asked  me  if  this,  the  first  big  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  fundraiser,  is  a  men-only  affair. 

■  Peter  calls  and  teases  me  about  reading 
him  the  riot  act.  He  presents  two  options:  I 
can  work  with  Lee  who  is  having  a  difficult 
time  with  the  guy  to  whom  he’s  assigned  or 
help  Kafie  with  the  kids.  Irritated,  I  ask  him 
how  he’d  feel  assigning  a  woman  to  a  man. 

“I’ve  never  thought  of  it.”  He’s  assumed 
a  gay  man  wouldn’t  want  a  woman.  Has  he 
ever  asked?  He  turns  sheepish  and  says 
“no.”  I  elect  to  work  with  Lee.  I’m  not  a 
kid  person. 

Meanwhile,  I’m  getting  an  education 
from  and  about  gay  men.  (In  training,  I’ve 
become  versed  in  more  gay  sex  practices 
than  I’d  ever  imagined.)  I  realize  I  cannot 
touch  the  fear  and  loss  they  voice. 
Sometimes,  too,  these  men  look  through  me 
and  there  is  awkwardness  when  we  hug.  The 
peer  group,  affectional  feelings  (or  fear  and 
arousal)  I’d  feel  in  a  room  full  of  lesbians  or 
women  is  elusive.  There  is  drama  and  affec¬ 
tion  between  the  women  but  it  is  less  visible 
and  our  small  numbers  add  to  feelings  of 
isolation.  Gay  men  work  with  gay  men; 
women  it  seems,  are  a  group  that  may  work 
in  tandem  with  men  or  (as  in  Katie’s  case) 
with  children.  Lesbians  are  subsumed  in 
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“the  other.” 

I  go  with  Lee  a  couple  of  times  to  visit  his 
buddy,  a  man  living  with  a  woman  Lee  tells 
me  is  bisexual.  We  don’t  click  at  all;  Lee  and 
1  both  dislike  the  man.  We’re  a  taxi  service 
for  him  because  Lee,  unlike  most  of  the  rest 
of  the  team,  has  access  to  a  car. 

With  nearly  40  people,  the  team  is  getting 
too  large  to  meet  in  anyone’s  apartment  for 
support  meetings.  With  difficulty  we  break 
into  small  groups  meeting  on  different 
nights.  Later  called  “pods,”  these  groups  of 
eight  to  ten  people  are  facilitated  by  two 
convenors.  I  join  the  group  with  Gail  and 
Leo. 

AIDS  articles  are  appearing  with  greater 
frequency  and  sensationalism,  if  not  in¬ 
formed  analysis,  in  the  mainstream  press. 


My  friend  Susan  and  I  are  eating  lunch  at 
work.  I’ve  been  on  the  job  some  months. 
My  boss,  Fred,  is  gay  and  Susan  is  an  old 
friend.  Another  man  1  work  closely  with 
comes  into  the  conference  room  announcing 
he’s  got  a  great  joke  for  us  about  AIDS.  I 
tell  him  I’d  rather  not  hear  it.  He  exhorts  me 
to  humor  him  because  it  really  is  funny.  I’m 
getting  very  angry  and  Susan  is  visibly  tense, 
waiting  to  see  what  I  will  do.  I  say,  again,  “I 
don’t  want  to  hear  it.”  He  goes  on.  It  is 
about  Haitians.  Furious,  I  stand  and  tell 
him  I  don’t  think  his  racist  joke  is  funny  and 
go  to  my  office,  shutting  the  door  after  me.  I 
will  come  out  to  him  later  about  myself  and 
my  AIDS  work.  He  is  apologetic.... 


One  of  the  Haitian  children  goes  into  the 
hospital  a  few  blocks  from  where  I  live.  1 
begin  to  visit  her  every  few  days  while  Katie 
continues  with  her  ill  sibling  and  her  parents 
in  the  home.  No  home  health  aides  would  go 
in  so  AAC  was  called. 

The  girl  is  the  first  AIDS-related  case  at 
the  hospital  although  she  has  technically  not 
been  diagnosed  and  carries  only  a  CMV 
(cytamegalo-virus)  and  “opportunistic  in¬ 
fection”  label.  Three  years  old,  terrified  and 
angry,  she  doesn’t  say  much  or  seem  in¬ 
terested  when  Katie  introduces  us.  Years 
later  I  will  learn  that  language  is  one  of  the 
first  developmental  areas  to  reflect  regres¬ 
sion  in  HIV-infected  children.  Katie  tells  me 
her  family  has  enormous  trouble  going  to 
visit  —  the  hospital  is  across  town,  an  ob¬ 
vious  stronghold  of  Western  medicine,  and 
English-speaking.  Seeing  their  daughter  in  a 
hospital,  in  addition  to  the  helplessness,  fear 
and  guilt  they  endure,  is  overwhelming.  One 
afternoon  I  arrive  and  find  relatives  visiting. 
They  look  curiously  at  this  white  woman 
who  brings  a  coloring  book  for  the  baby. 
Uncertain  of  their  understanding,  I  decline 
to  stay  or  what  my  affiliation  is. 

The  nurses  sometimes  chat  with  me  about 
AIDS  or  CMV,  a  common  infection  of  im- 
mune-suppressed  people.  Some  don’t  ask 
me  any  questions  and  go  about  their 
business.  Most  are  glad  for  a  visitor  to  the 
little  girl  so  set  apart  from  the  others  and 
often  in  a  great  deal  of  pain,  fed  by  a  tube  in¬ 
to  her  stomach.  I  am  heartened  several  don’t 
wear  gloves  when  simply  handling  the  child. 

Feeling  helpless,  1  ask  myself  what  can  1 
do  \yith,  for  this  child?  I  have  heard  stories 
about  how  gay  men  and  PWAs  have  been 
treated  in  some  settings  and,  while  there  is 
sympathy  here,  there  is  invisibility  as  well. 

I  bring  her  toys,  chewing  gum,  whatever  I 
can  think  of  —  but  I  feel  woefully  inade¬ 
quate.  I  am  used  to  working  with  adults  who 
are  living  and  dying,  not  with  children.  1 
don’t  know  what  to  say  to  her,  what  she 
understands.  As  much  as  I  bristle  at  the 
media’s  attention  to  kids  as  “the  innocent 
victims  of  AIDS,”  I  am  unspeakably  pained 
by  the  knowledge  this  child  will  never  grow 
up  and  feel  love  as  I  have,  that  her  fresh  air 
is  limited  to  how  open  her  window  is,  that 
she  can  no  longer  really  take  food  in,  that 
she  lives  in  chronic  pain  and  she  knows  she  is 
suffering,  even  dying.  She  asked  her  mother 


about  dying  on  entering  the  hospital. 

One  day  I  come  in  to  find  her  bed  empty. 
For  a  brief  moment  I  think  the  worst,  then 
find  her  out  in  the  hall,  amidst  the  hubbub 
of  visiting  hours.  Wheeling  her  down  the 
hall  into  the  playroom,  I  hope  she  will  feel 
the  bright  sunshine  entering  through  the 
large  windows. 

She  is  scribbling  furiously  with  black  and 
red  crayons  when  a  woman  approaches  me, 
asking  where  I’m  from.  AAC,  I  reply  in  a 
low  voice.  (Do  I  look  like  a  candy  striper?) 
She  doesn’t  indicate  any  recognition  of  the 
acronym. 

“I  just  wanted  to  make  sure  you  knew 
about  —  ”  and  she  begins  to  list  precau¬ 
tions.  I  cut  her  off. 

“I’ve  been  trained,  thank  you,”  I  smile  to 
soften  my  words. 

“She’s  a  very  angry  little  girl,”  she 
remarks,  looking  at  the  paper  the  child 
draws  on. 

“Yes,”  I  nod.  “I  know.” 


Around  Thanksgiving,  Louie  is  the  first 
of  the  buddies  to  die.  Devestated,  most  of 
the  group  goes  to  his  funeral  on  a  frigid  day 
in  Dorchester.  Though  I  didn’t  know  him 
well,  I  go  to  support  the  others.  The  church  is 
packed.  He  was  an  only  son. 

As  a  recovering  Catholic,  I  find  it  strange 
to  be  in  a  church  for  the  funeral  of  a  gay 
man  who  has  died  of  AIDS.  But  they  say 
cancer.  Over  and  over  the  priest  says  it  and 
so  does  the  obituary.  We  know  why,  and  as 
the  cases  continue  to  mount  in  tandem  with 
our  invisibility,  many  of  us  grow  angry. 
AAC  haggles  with  obituary  editors  to  allow 
lovers’  mention  and  with  hospital  intensive 
care  units  to  allow  visits  from  “non-family” 
members. 

Meanwhile,  the  first  articles  about  health 
worker  risks  and  female  prostitutes  in  the 
U.S.  appear  in  local  and  national  papers. 


Home  on  a  weekend  morning  as 
Christmas  1984  kicks  in,  I’m  trying  to  work 
myself  up  to  go  over  to  the  hospital.  It  is  a 
gloomy  mission  as  the  child  I  visit  has  been 
more  lifeless  and  in  greater  pain  of  late.  I 
decide  to  give  myself  another  half  hour.  Gail 
calls  from  the  AAC,  telling  me  the  girl  is  “in 
a  bad  way.” 

I  make  my  way  through  the  windy  streets, 
up  the  slow  elevator  and  to  the  familiar  cor¬ 
ridor.  The  room  is  empty,  stripped  bare. 
Must  be  in  the  ICU.  I  walk  to  the  nurses’  sta¬ 
tion  and  ask  a  crusty,  unfamiliar  nurse. 

“She’s  gone  away,”  she  says  gruffly  as 
she  puts  a  child  into  a  strolling  chair. 

“Gone  away?”  I  echo,  unable  to  believe 
she’d  use  such  euphemism.  She  ignores  me. 
1  look  around  for  someone  I  recognize.  A 
nurse  near  my  age  comes  up  and  draws  me 
aside!  “She  died  about  a  half  hour  ago.”  1 
must  have  gone  pale  because  she  puts  her 
hand  on  my  arm  and  tells  me  she  didn’t 
know  the  girl  but  there  are  nurses  around 
who  did. ..her  family  is  in  another  room. 
Thanking  her,  I  decline  and  try  to  pull 
myself  together.  Going  to  the  elevator,  I  will 
it  to  come  soon  so  I  won ’t  have  to  stand  raw, 
holding  my  body  tight,  not  wanting  to  be 
alone  mourning  in  a  hospital  corridor.  Cold 
grayness  comes  down  once  I’m  through  the 
crowded  lobby.  Home,  I  put  a  favorite 
lullaby  I  associate  with  the  little  girl  on  the 
turntable  and,  later,  play  angrier  music. 

Katie  and  I  go  to  the  funeral  together.  She 
is  anxious  as  she’s  never  been  to  one.  I  play 
old  hand.  It  is  a  Catholic  service,  entirely  in 
Creole  with  plenty  of  moving  songs.  We  are 
the  only  whites  in  the  church  and  sit  near  the 
rear  in  low  profile.  It  is  a  grueling  ceremony. 
There  is  wailing  grief  and  the  child’s  mother 
must  be  helped  from  the  hall.  Her  other 
symptomatic  child  will  die  within  the  year 
with  AIDS-related  illness. 
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eloquently 
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looking 
around 
the  room. 
“AIDS  is 
a  gay 
men’s 
disease.’’ 
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Prison  Project 

Continued  from  back  page 
rapist,  or  a  spouse  for  molesting  their  child, 
clear  cases  of  self-defense.  But  there  is  no 
self-defense  law  in  California.  This  isn’t  to 
say  everyone  inside  is  “innocent”  but  that 
injustices  inside  deserve  just  as  much  atten¬ 
tion  as  those  outside  get. 

And  by  the  way,  us  penpal  seekers  aren’t 
all  looking  for  a  “sucker”.  I’ve  had  the 
same  penpal,  found  through  GCN  (Hi  Brit- 
ta!)  for  over  2  years,  almost  3.  Thanks  GCN 
for  all  you  do. 

Cindy  Rivas,  18936  Latham  B-318, 

Frontera,  CA  91720 

“We  were  hustling  each  other  (you  better 
believe  it!”) 

After  reading  the  letter  from  “A  concern¬ 
ed  lesbian”  I  felt  compelled  to  write,  but  as  I 
didn’t  have  a  stamp  I  couldn’t  (then).  I  have 
one  now  (and  I  didn’t  get  it  from  no  penpal 
either). 

You  do  not  know  the  iniquities  of  the 
penal  system,  not  only  here  but  everywhere. 
If  you  did,  you  would  not  say  the  things  you 
said. 

At  one  time  I  was  writing  a  male  penpal  in 
Nebraska,  but  due  to  a  cartoon  he  sent  me  in 
the  mail,  I  can’t  write  him  because  these 
prison  “officials”  say  it’s  a  security  threat. 
We  were  hustiling  each  other  (you  better 
believe  it)  but  it  was  for  smiles,  cheerfulness 
and  much  needed  hope. 

I  have  always  said  I  would  never  wish 
prison  life  on  anyone,  even  my  worse 
enemy,  but  Ms.  Concerned,  I  wished  you 
would  have  to  do  90  days  (only),  lose  your 
family  and  friends,  and  go  about  45  of  these 
days  with  no  mail.  You  would  beg  GCN  to 
start  the  penpal  program  back,  because  you 
would  need,  just  like  myself  and  thousands 
of  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  here  who  are 
gay  and  lesbian,  you  would  need  a  friend. 

Donald  Wayne  Wood,  EF- 156243, 

Reidsville,  GA  30499 

“They  hate  to  see  gays  having  a  relationship” 

1  am  writing  this  letter  concerning  a  letter 
that  I  read  in  GCN  recently  (issue  22). 

It’s  a  shame  to  see  someone  talk  so  bad 
about  the  gays  and  lesbians  in  prison.  She  is 
brainwash  to  the  fact  that  she  think  every 
gay  and  lesbian  in  prison  is  guilty  of  they 
crimes.  She  said  that  we  is  bitching  about 
how  bad  living  conditions  is  for  us  in  prison. 
She  was  in  here  she  wouldn’t  say  that.  Us 
gays  and  lesbians  in  here  got  a  reason  to  be 
bitching  about  the  conditions.  We  got  to  go 
through  hell  in  here.  Take  shit  from  the 
guards  and  a  lot  of  other  inmates  that  ain’t 
gay.  Some  gays  get  rape.  Because  of  what 
they  is,  because  they  don’t  want  a  “man”. 
This  is  a  world  of  survival  in  here,  and  if  a 
person  is  gay  he  still  suppose  to  earn  his 
respect. 

1  came  in  prison  with  small  time  and  now  1 
got  long  time,  because  1  don’t  let  no  one 
take  advantage  of  me  just  because  I  am  gay. 
I’m  still  going  to  keep  my  principals.  Most 
of  these  inmates  in  here  think  that  gays  is 
weak,  scared  passive  people  that  suppose  to 
do  what  they  tell  them.  They  hate  to  see  two 
gays  having  a  relationship  together.  Some  of 
these  ignorant  ass  inmates  think  that  gays 
don’t  suppose  to  have  sex  with  other  gays, 
that  we  suppose  to  have  a  “man” 
(somebody  that  ain’t  gay).  After  they  fuck  a 
gay  then  they  get  together  with  they  friends 
saying  “that  bitch  got  some  good  ass”. 
Then  they  got  some  that  be  telling  they 
friends  “I  don’t  mess  with  them  homosex¬ 
uals”  and  after  they  leave  they  friends,  they 
will  go  and  find  a  gay  to  go  to  bed  with  him 
or  get  some  head.  They  confused.  A  lot  of 
them  probably  want  to  be  gay  theyself  or 
they  might  already  be,  but  don’t  know  how 
to  come  out  because  of  they  friends. 
Sincerely, 

John  'Boojack’  Royal,  117208, 

Box  27264,  Richmond,  VA  23261 

“Rap  from  inside  an  outhouse” 

Lots  of  prisoners  ‘cry  out’  for  help  and 
search  for  ways  to  hook  up  with  someone 
outside.  Over  the  years  the  GCN  Prison 
Project  has  provided  a  vehicle  for  this  (pen¬ 
pals),  as  well  as  for  legal  referrals,  and  free 
books  and  subs.  The  information  in  the 
“Prisoners  Seeking  Friends”  section  is 
always  loaded  with  “goodies”,  at  least  for 
those  who  want  to  help  ourselves. 

At  times  we  on  the  inside  become  a  little 
overbearing  on  our  family  and  friends  (if  we 
have  any  that  stick  by).  It  may  not  be  inten¬ 
tional.  It  sort  of  “sneaks”  in  on  us  and 
before  we  realize  it  we  write  a  negative  letter 
which  we  later  may  regret  we  mailed.  I  try  to 
let  mine  sit  for  about  a  week  before  mailing 
them.  This  helps  me  maintain  positive  rela- 
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tionships  with  people  both  inside  and  out. 

There’s  a  lot  of  pressure  in  here.  Most 
prisons  operate  in  an  arbitrary  way.  They  do 
almost  anything  they  choose  to  “powerless 
prisoners”  who  have  little  or  no  outside  con¬ 
tact.  The  administrations  are  aware  that 
prisoners  are  under  pressure  and  don’t  get 
along  easily.  This  helps  make  their  job  of 
controlling  us  easier!  The  population  is  split 
into  various  fractions,  like  the  jocks, 
religious  fanatics,  snitches,  drug  users,  wine 
drinkers,  card  and  chess  players,  and  the 
super  passive  obedient  prisoners  who  do  ex¬ 
actly  what  they  are  told,  no  questions  asked. 
This  class  of  prisoners  gets  involved  in  all 
the  vocational  ed,  AA,  drug  and  therapy 
programs  offered,  in  hopes  of  making  a 
favorable  impression  on  the  staff  and  parole 
board.  Most  staff  members  are  aware  of  the 
“game”  being  played.  Such  “goodie 
goodie”  types  are  treated  leniently.  And 
then  when  you  add  in  the  long-timers;  and 
everybody  trying  to  come  up  with  a  scheme 
to  regain  freedom,  it’s  easy  to  see  that  a  lot 
of  negative  hanky-panky  exists  in  such  an 
environment.  Oftentimes  we  take  out  the 
frustrations  of  such  a  chaotic  environment 
on  our  friends  (penpals  etc.).  If  you 
(prisoners)  feel  you  need  to  complain,  I  sug¬ 
gest  you  write  me  via  the  Prisoner  Project. 

~  I’ve  been  dealing  with  a  life  sentence  for 
over  1 1  years  so  reading  letters  of  complaint 
would  be  a  piece  of  cake.  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you. 

Tiyo  A  ttallah  Salah-El  (The  Moor),  Y-2414, 
Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612;  or  c/o 
GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley, 
Boston,  MA  02116  □ 


Jackson 

Continued  from  page  3 

LaRouche  initiative  in  California  that 
threatens  to  impose  quarantine  for  people 
with  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  infection. 

As  Jackson  continues  to  broaden  his  ap¬ 
peal  to  lesbians  and  gay  men,  endorsements 
of  his  candidacy  are  emerging  from  all  sec¬ 
tors  of  the  community.  Elected  officials 
have  embraced  the  campaign,  Minnesota 
State  Rep.  Karen  Clark  and  Boston  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  among  them. 
Singer  Holly  Near  and  San  Francisco  ac¬ 
tivist  Pat  Norman  have  come  out  for 
Jackson,  joining  a  slew  of  grassroots  ac¬ 
tivists  stumping  hard  before  the  Feb.  16 
New  Hampshire  primary.  Shubow  reported 
that  a  substantial  number  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  have  joined  other  Jackson  cam¬ 
paign  workers  for  weekend  campaign  jaunts 
to  New  Hampshire. 

“The  Jackson  campaign  has  taken  the 
New  England  area  seriously,”  Shubow  said, 
“partly  due  to  the  visibility  and  clout  of  the 
Boston  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Jackson  has  been  dramatically  different 
from  the  other  candidates  in  terms  of  time, 
energy  and  devotion  to  the  concerns  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

“A  Jesse  Jackson  vote  is  an  anti-Dukakis 
vote  as  well,”  Shubow  continued,  “whereas 
a  Paul  Simon  vote  is  not.  Simon  does  not 
represent  the  kind  of  politics  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  ought  to  count  on.  Jackson  is 
our  best  chance  for  building  an  anti-racist 
and  multi-faceted  movement  for  real  social 
change.” 

Miller  cited  a  recent  poll  conducted  by 
San  Francisco’s  Alice.  B.  Toklas  Lesbian/- 
Gay  Democratic  Club  to  speculate  broadly 
about  Jackson’s  base  of  support.  Members 
of  the  club,  after  hearing  presentations 
about  leading  Democratic  candidates,  in¬ 
dicated  42  percent  support  for  Jackson.  The 
second  largest  vote-getter  was  Illinois  Sen. 
Paul  Simon,  who  garnered  only  22  percent 
of  member’s  votes. 

Miller  said  he  thought  the  results  were  a 
good  representation  of  support  for  Jackson 
among  urban  lesbian  and  gay  communities. 
A  rough  poll  in  Washington,  D.C.  revealed 
nearly  75  percent  lesbian/gay  support  for 
Jackson,  while  New  Yorkers  also  favor  his 
candidacy,  according  to  Miller.  “Jackson 
seems  to  be  drawing  a  lot  of  grassroots  sup¬ 
port  because  he  was  at  the  March,”  Miller 
said.  “But  it’s  hard  to  measure  the 
grassroots.  If  you’re  not  into  progressive 
politics,  you  won’t  support  Jackson,  even  if 
he’s  got  the  strongest  position  on  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  Also,  racism  within  the  gay 
community  may  prevent  some  people  from 
seeing  Jackson  as  the  best  candidate.” 

According  to  Miller,  racism  remains  a 
factor  in  Jackson’s  overall  campaign.  Miller 
explained  that  people  still  question  whether 
a  person  of  color  will  ever  be  able  to  make  a 
Continued  on  page  12 
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"Given  the  swelling  volume  of 
AIDS  commentary  in  the  mass 
media,  and  the  tireless  ingenuity 
of  their  redundant  propaganda, 
what  we  need  now  is  a  guide  not 
to  the  disease  but  to  the  language 
that  talks  about  it.  Simon 
Watnev's  Policing  Desire. . .  pro¬ 
vides  a  valuable  start  in  that 

direction _ His  anger  is  salutary' 

and  should  be  catching."— Walter 
Kendrick.  Voice  Literary 
Supplement 
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•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 
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It’s  Not  Easy  To  Be 
A  Parent 

when  you’re  considering 
coming  out  to  your  children 
. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous 
of  your  kids. .  .when  your  ‘ex’ 
can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle 
...when  you  don’t  know 
other  gay  parents. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


-  -  FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

SUPPORT  GROUPS 
NOW  FORMING 

Victims  of  Crime 

Having  been  physically  beaten  or  bad¬ 
ly  frightened  can  leave  emotional  scars 
even  when  there  is  no  physical  injury.  ’ 
A  12-week  support  group  is  now  for¬ 
ming  to  help  people  recovering  from  a 
traumatic  event. 

Male  Sexual  Assault 

Any  male  can  be  the  victim  of  sexual 
assualt,  regardless  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  A  12-week  support  group  is  now 
forming  for  men  who  have  been  raped 
or  sexually  assaulted. 

Managing  Anxiety  About 
AIDS 

10-week  behavioral/educational  groups 
to  help  reduce  anxiety  about  AIDS. 
Participants  will  learn  to  recognize  in¬ 
dividual  triggers  to  stress;  specific 
ways  to  modify  anxiety  and  stress;  and 
receive  assertiveness  training  around 
ways  to  initiate  safer  sexual  practices. 

Early  Substance  Abuse 
Recovery 

Ongoing  lunch  hour  therapy  group  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  early  stages  of 
alchohol  and  substance  abuse 
recovery.  Focus  on  how  to  maintain 
sobriety  and  establish  new  patterns  of 
interacting. 

Contact:  Lee  Ellenberg/  Joyce  Collier 

267-1538 

Individual  and  couples  counseling 
also  available 


No.  Mass.  & 
So.  N.H. 
Gay 

Counseling 

Services 
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L.l.C.S.W. 
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10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-475-6950 
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Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


B  Do  you  wish  you 

R  could  talk  to  your 

K  parents  about 

g  being  gay/lesbian? 

Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay/lesbian 
child? 

•  workshops  for  gays,  lesbians 
and  parents 

•  consultation  with  families, 
couples  and  individuals 

•  Day-long  workshop: 

Sat.  March  5th 

•  Monday  pm  series:  6  sessions, 
Feb.  22-March  28 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  L1CSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 


CHERISHED  LOVE 
by  Evelyn  Kennedy 


A  romantic ,  sensuously 

Comments  Katherine  V. 
Forrest,  author  of  Curious 
Wine:  “This  one  should 
please  women  who  enjoy 
erotic  romance  novels...” 


love. 

The  Naiad  Press,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  10543 
Tallahassee,  Florida  32302 
(904)  539-9322 


detailed  story  of  lesbian 


“Medea,”  my  dear 

The  Opera  Co.  of  Boston  presents  potent  politics  and 
flagrant  feminism  in  its  production  of  Cherubini's  Medea 


Medea.  Music  by  Luigi  Cherubini.  French  text  b^ 
F.B.  Hoffman.  Conducted  and  staged  by  Sarah 
Caldwell.  With  Josephine  Barstow,  Joseph  Evans, 
Markella  Hatziano.  At  the  Boston  Opera  House, 
January  22-31.  Closed. 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Great  stories  never  die  out.  The  new, 
quite  spectacular,  production  of 
Cherubini’s  18th  century  master- 
work  Medea,  presented  by  Sarah  Caldwell 
and  the  Opera  Company  of  Boston,  is  one 
such  great  story,  potent  in  both  a  timeless 
and  contemporary  way. 

Director  Caldwell  sets  the  musical  por¬ 
tions  in  the  grand  style  of  18th  century 
•  .  French  declaratory 
opera:  the  movement 
is  expressive  and  ex¬ 
pansive,  the  costumes 
are  high  French  Court  fantasies  of  Greek 
dress.  The  spoken  dialogue  (originally  done 
in  French  and  sometimes  set  to  badly  done 
recitatives)  has  been  translated  into  ancient 
Greek  and  performed  by  a  separate  cast 
dressed  in  masks,  robes  and  buskins.  The 
overall  effect  is  of  both  cultural  dislocation 
and  cohesion.  Here  is  the  same  story  per¬ 
formed  in  styles  that  span  centuries;  the 
white-robed  figures  looking  like  ghosts  of  a 
collective  unconscious  reenacting  the  pas¬ 
sion,  love  and  murders  of  a  more  contem¬ 
porary  time.  But  what  is  startling  is  the  fact 
that  we  know  the  story,  not  from  school  or 
cultural  hearsay,  but  because  we  read  or  saw 
it  yesterday  —  in  the  film  Fatal  Attraction 
and  Toni  Morrison’s  new  novel  Beloved. 


For  anyone  who  tuned  in  late,  Medea  is 
about  what  happens  after  the  adventurer 
Jason  decides  to  leave  his  wife,  the  bar¬ 
barian  (i.e.  non-Greek)  sorceress  Medea  and 
his  two  children,  for  Dirce,  daughter  of 
Creon,  king  of  Corinth.  Medea  has  strong 
feelings  about  the  idea,  since  she  had 
already  killed  her  brother,  father-in-law  and 
uncle  to  help  her  husband’s  career  as  a  near- 
super-human  hero.  Once  abandoned, 
Medea  reeks  revenge  by  sending  Glauce  a 
poisoned  wedding  dress  for  his  new  bride 
and  by  murdering  her  two  children.  She  then 
sets  fire  to  and  destroys  the  local  temple 
before  she  flees  in  a  chariot  flown  by  winged 
dragons,  a  gift  from  her  ancestor,  the  Sun. 
This  is  the  primordial  story  of  the  strength 
of  a  woman  and  the  hatred  and  fear  with 
which  men  respond  to  it.  The  introduction 
of  infanticide  doesn’t  change  the  stakes,  it 
just  raises  them. 

What  is  amazing  about  this  Medea  —  and 
indeed  is  evident  in  many  other  versions,  in¬ 
cluding  Euripides’,  Corneille’s  (on  which 
Cherubini  based  his  libretto)  and  the 
dramatic,  non-operatic  film  Medea  with  the 
great  Maria  Callas  by  gay  director  Pier 
Paolo  Pasolini  —  is  that  Medea’s  actions  are 
not  condemned.  The  fact  that  she  is  allowed 
to  escape  at  the  end  is  an  indication  that  the 
various  authors,  if  not  approving  of  her  ac¬ 
tions,  are  at  least  understanding  of  her  pas¬ 
sions.  But  a  closer  examination  of  the 
Cherubini  opera  shows  a  sophistication  and 
a  feminist  inclination  surprising  for  such  an 
early  and  male-authored  work. 

Rather  than  presenting  Medea  as  the 
epitome  of  the  “hell  hath  no  fury  like  a 
woman  scorned...,”  this  Medea  shows  her 
not  so  much  as  a  woman  bent  upon 
revenge,  but  as  someone  who  has  been 
betrayed  and  for  her  own  sense  of  preserva¬ 
tion  must  right  the  wrongs  done  to  her.  She 
does  not  simply  lash  out,  but  goes  through  a 
good  deal  of  self-examination  before  taking 
action.  Act  111  contains  two  long  arias  in 
which  Medea  vows  never  to  be  swayed  by 
love  again:  “And  what  then?  I  am  Medea!/ 
I  am  Medea  and  I  allowed  them  to  live?/ 
What  has  happened?/  Where  am  1?/  My 
eyes  are  blinded... Oh  my  vile  heart/  My 
trembling  hand/  Not  always  will  you  be  in 
doubt!  No  never/  Shall  love  triumph!” 

What  is  odd,  or  at  least  somewhat  ironic, 
about  this  is  that  opera  has  always  been  the 
perfect  theatrical  form  for  the  outpouring 
of  emotions.  The  voice,  and  especially  the 
woman’s  voice  in  western  culture,  is  seen  as 
a  pure  expression  of  the  inner  self:  clear  and 
unrestrained,  it  does  not  only  convey  but  is 
the  emotion  itself.  It  would  be  easy  then  to 
allow  Medea  to  be  all  rage  and  fury,  un¬ 
equivocated  and  untainted  by  thought  or 
more  measured  emotions.  But  the  portrait 
here  is  one  of  a  woman  who  possesses 
strength  and  wit,  cunning  and  desire.  She  is 


Josephine  Barstow  as  Medea 


not  crazy,  but  neither  in  her  lucidity  is  she  a 
perverted  monster:  desperate,  perhaps,  but 
always  human. 

To  imagine  how  else  this  material  could 
be  handled  is  easy.  Adrian  Lynn’s  film  Fatal 
Attraction  makes  it  clear  that  the  jilted 
woman’s  story  can  be  a  little  less  than  sym¬ 
pathetic.  Glenn  Close’s  character  —  a 
woman  who  hunts  down  and  terrorizes  her 
two-night  stand’s  wife  and  child  —  garners 
no  sympathy  from  the  audience  at  all.  She  is 
a  madwoman  bent  upon  destroying  the  life 
of  the  man  she  thinks  owes  her  something 
for  a  few  hours  of  hot  sex.  She  is  the  revenge 
of  promiscuous  sexuality  on  the  family  unit. 
There  is  no  question  here  that  good  female 
sexuality  stays  at  home  while  the  bad,  un¬ 
controllable  sexuality  picks  up  men  at 
business  conferences  and  gets  fucked  over 
the  kitchen  sink.  When  the  man  tries  to 
dismiss  her  carnal  urges,  she  turns  from  slut 
to  psychopath.  Fatal  Attraction  sees  any 
power  a  woman  might  have  as  a  threat: 
Glenn  Close  doesn’t  go  crazy  because  she  is 
jilted,  she  is  already  crazy  because  she  con¬ 
trols  her  own  sexuality  and  makes  her  own 
choices.  The  empathy  and  sympathy  Medea 
elicits  from  us  in  Cherubini’s  piece  would  be 
unthinkable  here.  Medea  is  about  love,  rela¬ 
tionships  and  extreme  actions.  Fatal  Attrac¬ 
tion  is  a  glossy  slash  movie  about  how  men 
have  to  protect  themselves  from  powerful 
women. 

But  of  course  the  power  of  Medea  —  as 
well  as  the  hardest  aspect  of  the  tale  to  ac¬ 
cept  —  is  the  fact  that  she  kills  her  own 
children.  If  any  one  act  cuts  against  our  no¬ 
tions  of  mother  love,  it  is  child  murder;  it 
pushes  all  of  our  buttons  from  moral  to  sen¬ 
timental,  biological  to  psychological.  Most 
people  would  agree,  in  the  words  of  Ibsen’s 
righteous  middle-class  moralist  Judge 
Brack,  “Good  God....  People  don’t  do  such 
things.” 

In  Euripides’  Medea  it  is  made  clear  that 
Medea  is  worried  about  her  children’s  safety 
in  a  land  where  their  mother  is  an  outcast 
and  already  a  murderer.  In  the  translation 
by  gay  novelist  and  diarist  Frederic  Pro- 
kosch  she  announces: 

Swiftly  I  will  go  and  kill  my  children, 
and  then  leave  the  land:  and  not  delay  nor 
let  them  be  killed  by  a  crueler  hand.  For 
die  they  must  in  any  case:  and  if  they  must 
be  slain,  it  is  I,  their  mother  who  gave 
them  life,  who  must  slay  them! 

It  isn’t  as  though  she  doesn’t  love  the  kids 
but  she  takes  a  hard,  unsentimental  view  of 
the  matter:  “And  I  say  this,  that  those  who 
have  never/  Known  the  fullness  of  life  and 
never  had  children,/  Are  happier  far  than 
those  who  are  parents.”  Cherubini’s  Medea 
is  a  little  less  articulated;  the  passion  and  the 
emotion  come  more  from  the  music  and  the 
singing  rather  than  from  the  text  itself. 
Caldwell’s  direction  and  Barstow’s  perfor¬ 
mance  leave  no  doubt  that  Medea  is  torn 
between  what  she  feels  she  must  do  to  pro¬ 
tect  herself  and  her  more  generous  emo¬ 
tions.  The  dichotomy  between  the  classic 
Greek  mummery  and  the  more  passionate 
Italianate  music  works  brilliantly  here  since 
it  is  in  the  dialogue  that  Medea  examines  her 
feelings  about  taking  the  children’s  lives  and 
in  the  ornate  vocalizing  that  she  makes  up 
her  mind  and  performs  the  deed. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Eddie  Daignault 

Edwin  (Eddie)  Daignault,  a  resident  of 
Boston,  died  on  January  18,  1988  at  the  age 
of  32.  All  of  us,  whose  lives  were  touched  by 
Eddie,  mourn  his  passing.  Eddie  died  as  he 
lived  —  surrounded  by  love  and  laughter. 
He  will  be  sorely  missed  and  always 
remembered.  □ 


Medea 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

By  so  clearly  splitting  the  performance 
between  thought  and  emotions,  Medea 
visualizes  for  the  audience  its  title 
character’s  plight:  how  does  a  woman  func¬ 
tion  in  a  world  that  ignores  and  devalues  her 
ideas  and  abilities  to  act  upon  them.  This 
Medea  must  almost  split  in  half  —  played,  in 
fact,  by  two  different  performers  —  in  order 
to  survive. 

But  no  matter  how  it  is  described  or 
justified,  the  image  of  a  mother  killing  her 
children  is  unsettling.  Unsettling  the  au¬ 
dience  may  be  precisely  the  point.  In  Toni 
Morrison’s  Beloved,  for  example,  the 
author  skillfully  forces  us  to  grapple  with 
this  deep-seated  cultural  taboo.  Sethe,  a 
slave  in  the  pre-civil  war  South,  kills  one  of 
her  children  because  she  knows  the  child’s 
life  will  be  filled  with  horrors.  Always  the 
consummate  writer,  Morrison  uses  this  im¬ 
age  to  confront  a  dangerously  simplistic 
moral  system. 

What  is  so  potent  about  Caldwell’s 
Medea  is  the  palpable  anguish  the  direction 
sets  up  and  Josephine  Barstow  delivers.  We 
would  never  mistake  the  opera  stage  (es¬ 
pecially  when  it  contained  not  only  the  ar¬ 
tifice  of  music  but  also  of  classic  Greek 
drama)  for  reality,  but  it  is  through  these 
forms  that  we  are  presented  with  powerful 
emotional  and  psychological  truths.  This 
Medea  is  a  real  woman  dealing  with  emo¬ 
tional  betrayal,  her  feelings  towards  her 
children,  her  role  as  a  mother  and  the  reality 
of  being  a  mother  in  a  culture  which 
deprives  her  of  an  identity. 

In  a  certain  sense  our  perceptions  of  art 
are  based  on  our  pre-conceptions.  We  ex¬ 
pect  a  Toni  Morrison  novel  to  challenge  us. 
And  conversely  we  are  not  surprised  when  a 
sdhlock  Hollywood  film  —  even  one  with 
Glenn  Close  —  reinforces  cultural  stereo¬ 
types.  It  is  a  joy  to  go  to  the  opera  and  find 
not  only  the  anticipated  well-performed 
music  and  stagecraft  but  also  a  drama  that  is 
pertinent  to  our  lives.  The  Opera  Company 
of  Boston’s  production  of  Medea  presents 
not  only  talent,  grace  and  beautiful  song, 
but  intelligence  and  great  politics  as  well. 
Like  Beloved,  Medea  speaks  truthfully  of 
the  human  condition. 

The  Pasolini  Medea  will  be  screened  at  the 
Brattle  Theater  in  Cambridge,  Mass,  on 
February  18.  A  contemporary,  explicitly 
feminist  version  of  the  story,  f  ilmed  in  1979 
entitled  A  Dream  of  Passion  (with  Ellen 
Burstyn  and  Melina  Mercouri),  may  be 
available,  although  not  very  readily,  on 
video.  □ 


2  in  20 

Continued  from  page  7 

Helene  walks  in  on  M.J.  and  Nikki  kissing 
at  the  kitchen  table.... 

The  therapist’s  performance  is  not  stellar, 
but  her  lines  are  precious  throughout  Two  in 
Twenty.  Also  sublimely  funny  is  the  role  of 
Luna  Birdsong  (Felice  Shays),  the  most  ab¬ 
surdly  cliched,  granola-type  dyke  in  the 
soap  who  nonetheless  delights  with  her 
iconographic  clothing  (purple  parachute 
pants)  and  taste  treats  (tofu  pop  tarts).  The 
performance  of  15-year-old  Charlie  shines 
with  both  maturity  and  apt  teen  lingo.  But 
Helene  steals  the  show  as  a  wide-eyed,  col¬ 
tish  woman  who’s  dying  to  come  out. ..but 
must  wait  until  her  heart  throb  Angela  gets 
back  from  a  weekend  away. 

Two  in  Twenty  is  so  dense  with  talent 
throughout  that  the  grand  finale  “music 
video”  is  an  unexpected  knockout  of  a 
bonus.  Starring  M.J.  and  a  slew  of  dancers 
cavorting  on  an  airstrip,  this  segment  adds 
finesse  to  the  closure  of  an  already  snappy 
show.  The  Super  8  footage  accompanying 
“I’m  Taking  Off,”  a  bluesy-rock  tune  per¬ 
formed  by  Boston  vocalist  Minnie  Gardner 
with  music  by  Mary  Watkins  (and  lyrics  by 
Jill  Rose),  was  directed  by  Julie  Landholt 
and  choreographed  by  Paul  Everett.  As  pro¬ 
ducer  Chiten  explained,  the  musical  se¬ 
quence  exemplifies  the  generous  community 
involvement  that  contributed  to  the  com¬ 


plexity  and  breadth  of  Two  in  Twenty. 

Certainly  the  soap’s  Somerville  premiere 
had  weak  moments.  The  sound  quality  was 
erratic  and  sometimes  distracting,  and  the 
introductory  commentary  by  emcee  Maxine 
Feldman,  a  local  comedian,  was  overly  ef¬ 
fusive.  Feldman’s  jingoism  grated;  she 
repeatedly  bragged  about  the  dyke  com¬ 
munity  of  Boston-Cambridge-Somerville 
being  the  best  in  the  world.  Spare  us.  Two  in 
Twenty  addresses  universality  and 
timelessness,  not  such  exclusivity. 

The  soap  itself  lacks  onscreen  eroticism, 
only  alluding  to  sexuality  happening  off- 
camera.  And  the  courtroom  drama  lingers 
overly  long  with  too  few  cuts  to  add  action. 
Another  minor  shortcoming:  we  don’t  see 
nearly  enough  of  Flame  (Margaret  Ascen- 
cio),  a  biker  and  tarot  card  skeptic  who 
seduces  Luna  in  episode  one. 

I  forgive  these  few  flaws,  since  much  of 
the  detail  in  Two  in  Twenty  is  handled  so 
well.  Special  kudos  to  Sherry  Pedone  for 
composing  the  wickedly  catchy  (and  kitschy) 
theme  music  that  opens  each  episode.  The 
credit  sequence  is  one  of  the  show’s 
highlights  —  a  revolving  globe,  spinning  bar 
of  pink  flowered  soap,  camera  pan  of  the  ci¬ 
ty.  Honorable  mention  to  the  station  breaks 
sponsored  with  mock  solemnity  by  “WCLT 
Boston.”  And  the  commercial  of  utmost 
hilarity  is  surely  the  spot  for  Squid  Helper, 
the  “creamy,  luscious  dinner  surprise”  that 
a  guy  cooks  for  his  guy. 

Two  in  Twenty  closes  with  tantalizing 
clues  to  the  fate  of.the  characters.  It’s  a 
satisfying  resolution  to  a  paradoxically  un- 
soiveable  dilemma:  how  do  you  end  a  saga 
that  should,  by  its  nature,  be  ongoing?  Two 
in  Twenty  both  sates  us  and  keeps  us 
wondering.  According  to  producer  Chiten, 
no  more  episodes  of  Two  in  Twenty  are 
planned.  It’s  a  wrap  for  this  soap  produced 
entirely  with  volunteer  labor,  donated 
equipment  and  grant  money.  The  producers 
hope  to  pay  off  remaining  debts  through 
sales  of  the  videotape,  which  should  be 
ready  for  distribution  within  a  month. 
Buoyed  by  the  success  of  the  Somerville 
premiere,  the  producers  are  currently 
organizing  a  tour  to  screen  the  soap  in  other 
cities.  Everywhere  the  dyke  world  turns. 

VHS  copies  of  Two  in  Twenty,  available 
in  dosed  or  open  captions,  can  be  purchased 
by  contacting:  Two  in  Twenty,  P.O.  Box 
105,  Somerville,  MA  02144.  Stay  tuned  for 
announcements  about  a  repeat  screening 
planned  for  Boston  within  upcoming 
weeks.  □ 

Brazil 

Continued  from  page  I 

want  to  show  our  indignation  about  the 
brutal  murder  of  our  companion  Luiz  An¬ 
tonio  Martinez  Correa,”  Montenegro  said. 
“We  are  not  only  revolted  by  the  fashion  in 
which  the  murder  was  carried  out,  but  also 
by  the  indifference  with  which  the  author¬ 
ities  have  investigated  the  crimes  against 
homosexuals,  who  are  considered  second- 
class  citizens  by  the  political  machinery. 

“To  be  a  homosexual  is  not  a  crime,”  she 
continued,  “and  we  cannot  allow  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  absurd  assumption  that  it’s 
the  victim  who  is  guilty.  In  the  meantime  the 
assassins  profit  from  the  silent  complicity  of 
the  judicial  system. ”□ 


Suit 

Continued  from  page  3 

cause  of  action  does  not  survive  the  death.  If 
that  argument  prevails,  then  the  recourse 
open  to  the  victim  of  discrimination  is  cur¬ 
tailed  and  the  employer  may  never  be  forced 
to  answer  for  its  actions.” 

Gray  said  the  Perkins  School  “delayed 
demonstrably”  in  responding  to  charges  of 
handicapped  discrimination.  “Scott 
Eckholdt  had  a  very  meritorious  claim,”  he 
said,  “and  I  believe  his  position  will  prevail 
in  all  tribunals.”  □ 

Jackson 

Continued  from  page  10 
serious  run  for  the  presidency. 

“It’s  part  of  our  strategy  within  the  cam¬ 
paign,”  Miller  explained,  “to  demonstrate 
that  he  could  seriously  win.  Jackson’s  a  very 
charismatic  person.  If  everyone  who  asks 
about  his  electability  would  just  shut  up  and 
vote,  he  could  be  elected.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


BIJDDENBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSM1TH 

Boston  '.s'  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out  of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 


13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 

Phone 

(617) 
266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


JEAN  A. 
McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 
40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 
484-8383 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


BUSINESS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Centra1  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617  491-4410 

ALCOHOLfDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617  522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  S42-0I44 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522- 1 464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731  3306 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.  3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard.  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186/r  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
S96  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc 
20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60’/r  Sacramento  St 
Cambndge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St 
Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St 
P  O  Bo*  1762 
Boston.  Ma  02I0S 
1  800  352  3185 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSUPANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY.  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  W 9 
Boston.  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  M A  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 
famaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522  0020 

TAXES  8  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI .  MA  02130 
S24-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plata 
482-2900 
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PERSONALS 

«CN  REPLY  sexes 


Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
*  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ (••) 

FEBRUARY  IS  LOVERS’  MONTH 

50  why  not  celebrate  it  with  a  Gay  Community  News 

personal  ad?  Send  a  message  to  your  lover,  your 
boyfriend,  your  girlfriend,  your  secret  lust  object,  your 
last  trick...  .  Or  find  that  special  woman  or  man  with  a 
scintilating,  titilating.  seductive  description  of  your 
wildest  (or  safest)  fantasy!  And  during  February  GCN 
Personals  are  cheaper  than  ever:  S4  for  the  first  25  words 
and  I5‘  for  each  additional  word.  Headlines  are  SI. 50 
for  a  big  “Flamer!”  head,  or  75‘  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Why  not  give  your  social  life  a  lift? _ (31) 

TAKE  A  CHANCE 

I  am  a  very  attractive  Gay  Black  woman  26,  not  into  col¬ 
or.  Very  active  in  Gay  Community,  into  health,  body 
and  spiritual  fulfillment,  looking  for  friend  or  possible 
relationship.  You  are  a  gay  woman  of  any  color,  23-35, 
easy  going,  secure  in  your  sexuality.  Come  on,  take  a 
chance,  if  nothing  else  you  will  probably  make  a  good 
friend.  See  ya.  GCN  Box  277, _ (29) 

GWM,  21.  Living  in  Worcester.  1  desire  a  genuine  and 
equal  relationship  built  on  honesty,  caring  and  love. 
Music,  films,  dancing,  politics,  long  dinners,  late  nights, 
and  mornings  in  bed  are  all  things  that  1  relish.  Intimacy 
is  very  important  to  me.  Ejaculation  is  not.  Race,  class, 
age  and  looks  are  all  ways  that  other  people  divide  us 
from  each  other.  I  realize  the  power  of  these  divisions 
but  I  want  to  try  and  overcome  them.  If  you  share  a 
similar  vision,  please  write,  I  promise  to  write  back. 
GCN  Box  278. _ (30) 

PEN-PAL  WANTED 

LF  31  living  on  Cape  Cod,  married  to  nonsexual  man 
(long  story),  have  adopted  baby  (very  lomg  story)  and  a 
good  sense  of  humor  (fortunately).  Write  Lee,  P.O.  Box 
2260,  Sandwich,  M A  02563. _ (29) 

ESTHER! 

I’m  putting  together  another  "Book  of  Esther”  (the 
first  one’s  in  the  Old  Testament)  as  part  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Purim  (March  1-2).  You  know,  kind  of  a  ritual 
art  thing.  Please,  please,  please  send  me  stories,  photos, 
pictures,  whatever  about  women  and  girls  named  Esther 
for  this  remaking  of  the  Megillah.  Thanks.  Liz  Galst,  2 
Wyatt  Circle,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

(617)625-4277. _ (30) 

BWANA 

You  in  your  steel-tipped  boots  and  me  in  my  little 
something. ..we’ll  Electro-lux  the  night  away. 

Your  tramp 

P.S.  If  you  want  to  invite  Ms.  Silky  Smooth,  it’s  okay 
by  me. _ (29) 

TUNA  QUERIDA 

51  el  culito  de  polio  te  hace  temblar,  tu  no  eres  la  mas 
macha.  Pero,  de  todas  formas  de  adoro  con  locura.  • 

_ La  que  te  roba  los  "panties" _ (29) 

DEAR  TED  K., 

The  day  your  zebra  hoofs  go  packing  is  the  day  this 
budge  cries  in  her  carrot  water.  Looking  forward  to 
laundry  days.  Screecher. _ (29) 

LA  ENFANTA! 

Will  you  be  my  valentine?  If  not  I’ll  have  to  tell  the 
Queen.  Love  you.  La  Enfanta.  _ (29) 

GWM  30  5’  1 1  ”  165  masculine,  attractive,  young  look¬ 
ing,  sincere,  shy,  single:  seeking  similar  20-28  to  share 
sports,  skiing,  rock  classics/relics,  good  &  bad  times, 
and  develop  genuine,  lasting  relationship.  Want  fair 
skinned,  smooth-chested,  hunky  guy  who  appreciates  a 
lot  of  physical/emotional  affection.  Reply  P.O.  Box 
565,  Brookline  Village  MA  02147 _ (30) 

COAX  ME 

Sad.  But  I’ll  never  resist  a  slow  dance  with  you. 
_ the  beat  heat. _ (29) 

HEY  SHERMAN  H.!!!!!  2  YEARS!!!! 

GM  26,  5’IO”-ish,  170  pounds*  (okay,  +),  brown 
hair,  electric  blue  eyes,  moderately  hairy  chested,  8” 
(give  or  take),  looking  to  thank  GM  31,  5’l0'/i”,  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  pounds,  light  hair,  (so  to  speak), 
blue/green  (depending  on  his  mood)  eyes,  very  hairy- 
chested  (and  -armed,  -shouldered,  and  -backed),  gigan¬ 
tic  penis. ..for  two  completely  fabulous  years  of 
romance,  hot  sex,  good  conversation,  love  and  the  occa¬ 
sional  fight. 

Happy  Anniversary  Hunny.  Chris _ (29) 

SOMEONE  YOU  CAN  TAKE  SERIOUSLY! 

Become  part  of  New  England’s  ONLY  Gay/Lesbian 
owned  &  staffed  network  for  SINCERE  people  looking 
for  HONEST  Friendhips  or  a  DEEPLY  SATISFYING 
Relationship  in  the  future.  We  invite  sincere  inquiries  : 
N.E.  Area  (617)  353-0256  _ (3Q 

IRISHMAN!  DUBLIN-BOY! 

N:  Belated  thanks  for  the  BIG  letter.  Belated  happy  20. 
Job  waiting  for  you  here  in  Amerika.  Call  for  details. 
Think  of  you  often.  Hope  you're  swell.  Love,  D.  (29) 

MEDICAL  ORPHAN 

I  am  a  lesbian  coping  with  a  chronic  neurological  illness 
that  cannot  be  diagnosed  or  treated.  If  you  know  the 
anguish  of  a  sickness  with  no  name  1  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  information  and  support.  Anyone  with  a  similar 
experience  please  reach  out .  GCN  Box  275. _ (32) 

STUD  CLUB  —  Variety  of  gay  male  hosts  available.  All 
scenes  explored  in  private,  luxury  apartment.  324-4140 
I0am-8pm.  (Positions  available  for  exceptional  gay 
men.) _ (29) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  I  lam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 

I  NEED  A  HOUSEPERSON 

Disabled  prof,  male  35  seeks  clean,  reliable,  discreet, 
obedient  person  to  assist  me  with  personal  needs,  dress¬ 
ing  etc.  Must  appear  straight  and  will  be  submissive. 
Flexible  hours,  room/board,  salary.  Happy  new  year. 
Box  272. _ (30) 

GCN  SPECIALS 


COFFEE  CLUTCH  SEEKS  COFFEE  TABLE 

Beautify  GCN’s  lovely  reception  alcove  with  your  dona¬ 
tion  of  a  coffee  table  —  any  size  or  shape  will  do,  ebony, 
pine  or  glass,  we  take  all  kinds.  426-4469. _ 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the  Prisoner’s  Project  is  the 
dictionary.  (Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need  them 
to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.)  If  you  have  a  spare  one 
(paperbacks  especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Thanks!  _  (c) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 

Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  an,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
stews,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston.  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  cunemly  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841, _ (36) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 

CAN  YOU  OPERATE  A  STAPLER! 

or  a  copy  machine  or  a  word  processor  or  a  personal 
computer  terminal?  If  you  can  (or  would  like  to  learn 
how;  we  train!),  GCN’s  Promotions  and  Circulations 
Departments  could  use  your  skills  for  a  variety  of  office 
tasks,  ranging  from  data  entry/editing  and  record  keep¬ 
ing  to  compiling  mailing  lists  and  sending  out  sample 
issues.  Volunteering  with  GCN  is  a  great  way  to  meet 
new  people  and  to  get  involved  with  the  Boston  area  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community.  Sound  interesting?  Give  Dan 
Page  a  call  at  (617)  426-4469  M-F  10-5  if  you’ve  got 
some  time  and  energy  to  spare. _ 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Cinderella  vs.  Mr.  Clean 

Let  Cinderella  get  on  her  hands  &  knees 
and  clean  up  the  dirt! 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  A  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D.  A 


272  Huntington  Avenue  Mm 
Boston,  MA  02115  &JbL 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Avc  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


HELP  WANTED 

PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper/maintenance  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  Season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (32) 

Live-in,  strong,  kind,  clean,  capable,  honest,  depen¬ 
dable,  good-humored  person  to  help  with  all  personal 
care  of  disabled  but  mentally  and  verbally  alert  lady. 
Household  cleaning,  cooking  and  shopping.  Flexible 
time  off.  Love  of  animals,  drivers’  license.  References  a 
must.  Salary  negotiable.  244-4958.  Transfers/lifting  re¬ 
quired  daily.  2  different  people  needed:  I  for  Monday 
through  Friday.  Another  for  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Own  room  in  attractive  Newton  home. _ (31) 

STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 
Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 

Call  NECAN  at  49 1-4205! _ (30) 

DISHWASHER/PREP  COOK 

Excellent  working  conditions  and  wages.  Experience 
preferred,  but  not  necessary.  Full-time,  Mon.-Fri.  Call 
Ellen.  629-2810. _ (29) 

FUNDRAISER/DEVELOPER 

To  work  with  a  lesbian  foundation.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  development  of  public  relations  materials;  design 
and  implementation  of  fundraising  goals  and  campaign; 
and  board  and  organizational  development.  Must  have 
grant  writing  and  fundraising  experience.  Must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  work  in  a  non-hierarchical  decision-making  struc¬ 
ture.  Salary  competitive.  10-15  hours  a  week.  Please 
send  letter  of  inquiry  and  resume  to  FLOWER  FOUN¬ 
DATION,  INC.,  P.O.  Box  682,  Northampton,  MA 
01061  by  March  1. _ (29) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women's  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

SKI  COUNTRY  JOB 

Country  inn  seeks  mature  responsible  person  for 
housekeeper  position.  Job  is  year-round,  25-30  hours 
per  week.  Starting  at  S6  per  hour.  Call  Highlands  Inn  in 
Bethlehem,  NH  at  (603)  869-3978  for  an  interv  iew  (29) 


HELP  WANTED 


■  FENWAY 


COMMUNITY 

FFEALTH 

CENTER 

PATIENT 

SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

Check-out  Clerk,  part-time. 
Contact  Nancy  at  267-7573. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


FEBRUARY  14  IS  VALENTINE’S  DAY 

Do  you  know  where  your  next 
lover/girlfriend/boyfriend/trick/obsession  is?  Find  out 
by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  Gay  Community  News!  And 
during  the  month  of  February,  GCN  Personals  are 
cheaper  than  ever:  $4  for  the  First  25  words  (reg.  $6)  and 
I5‘  for  each  additional  word  (reg.  25').  Headlines  are 
$1.50  for  a  big  “Flamer!”  head,  or  75'  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Try  it  out;  what  do  you  have  to  lose? _ (30) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and  file  old  photos. 
Have  fun  and  help  GCN  at  the  same  time.  Call 
Stephanie  or  Dan  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN’s  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please. ..the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
321-4254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. _ 

IN  GOOD  HANDS 

Local  LF  looking  for  odd  jobs  —  graphic  layout  and 
design,  small  repairs,  housecleaning,  childcare,  patient 
care.  Do  not  hesitate  —  Let’s  negotiate.  Keep  trying, 
Sandy,  522-8153.  (30) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Sunny  Somerville  Home!  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  Two 
second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop,  cigarette  and  furry  pet  free.  Near  Davis 
Square.  Call  776-0303.  (30) 

LF  looking  for  someone  to  share  large,  sunny  furnished 

2  bedroom  apartment  with  yard.  Great  location  near 

Porter  Sq.  T-stop.  $275  +  util.  Call  Jenny 
628-0522 _ (30) 

3  LFs  and  cat  seek  LF  25  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 

house  with  yard  and  parking,  Inman  Square.  Non- 
smoker  wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progressive, 
independent  househoul.  No  more  pets.  $200  + /mo. 
876-6189. _ (30) 

SUNNY  AND  SPACIOUS 

Two  LF’s  looking  for  two  mature  housemates  to  share 
lovely  ten  room  JP  apartment.  Near  bus,  T,  pond. 
Cooperative,  vegetarian  and  non-smoking.  One  cat. 
Available  immediately.  $325  +  .  Call  522-9435. _ (30) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


My  category  is: 

PERSONALS  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 
I  ROOMMATE  WANTED  HOUSING  WANTED 

I  APARTMENTS  SUMMER  RENTALS  RESORTS 
EORSALE  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 
SERVICES  RIDES  MOVERS  OTHER 


Need  more  room!  /use  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (3S4  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35c  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

!  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  $ 

J  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ number  of  runs)  $ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

J  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deducl  10% 

J  21 -30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

J  31  +  conseculivc  weeks.  Deducl  20% 

J  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deducl  $2 


$_ 
$_ 
$_ 
$_ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

J  Pick-up  box.  $4  lor  6  weeks  $ _ 

Forwarding  box.  $6  lor  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x $15  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  WAITING  FOR??? 

2  prof  F's  with  dog  &  house  seek  housemate  to  share 

k/b,  livrm,  dinrm,  basement,  washer/dryer,  Fireplace, 
yard,  offstreet  parking.  2nd  floor  yours.  Near  T  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  Furn/unfurn,  pets  considered,  shortterm 
poss.  Great  space,  fantastic  roomates  (of  course!)  $375 
(negot.)  Call  924-0374;  leave  message. _ (30) 

LF  or  BiF,  28 +  ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books,, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/little  ale.  350  +  .  277-5835. _ (30) 

NOT  TOO  CLOSE  A  NOT  TOO  FAR 
Roommates  needed:  5  B.R.  waterfront  house  Quincy 
near  MBTA.  Share  big  yard  w/patio,  private  parking, 
boating,  sunny  deck-pier,  sunporch,  w/fireplace,  large 
kitchen,  w/d,  quiet  ‘‘dead  end”  street.  App.  $450.  mo. 

call  479-9361.  , _ (29) 

LF  36  seeks  same  to  share  apt.  10  min.  from  J.P.  Clean 
quiet  neighborhood.  Close  to  T.  300+  Available  3/1. 

Call  Sharron  296-1184, _ (31) 

BEAUTIFUL  APT.  4'6  ROOMS 
LF  in  Jamiaca  Plain  looking  for  roommate  35  +or-. 
Non.-veg,  non-smoker,  no  pets.  Near  T,  parks  and 
shopping.  Off-street  parking  avail.  $400  + utils. 
524-2261. _ (31) 

FLAGRANT  NON-YUP  WOMON 

APT.  AVAILABLE  NOW 

Radical  veg.  FL  seeks  same  for  2BR  Som’l  APT 
w/much  hardwood  +  many  windows,  2  porches 
w/d... 347. 50  + .  Class  conciousness  important.  Am 
quiet  union  construction  worker:  No  work  #  Call  early 
eves.  628-8470, _ (29) 

3  feminist  women  seek  4th  to  share  nice  semi-coop  home 

in  Somerville  near  Davis  T,  quiet  street.  Non-smk;  we 
have  2  cats.  275/mo  includes  heat.  Avail  immediately 
776-4639. _ (29) 

Great  JP  sublet  one  room  in  warm  clean  household. 
$160  plus!  Call  Ed  or  Patricia  522-2184. _ (29) 

WALPOLE/NORWOOD 

GM  grad.  stud,  seeks  responsible  quiet  GM  to  share  sun¬ 
ny  4BR  apt.  Big  yard,  w/d,  on  water.  Near  train,  495, 
128.  $500.00  covers  all!  April  1st.  Let’s  talk.  Call  George 
668-6373  leave  message. _ (29) 

West  Roxbury  GM  sks  resp  male  to  share  two  bdrm  apt. 

1  min  walk  to  commuter  rail  and  T.  Safe  quiet  area. 

25-30  yrs  pref.  $300  includes  everything.  Avail.  March 
first.  Stu  323-7618. _ (29) 

2L’s  late  20’s,  seek  3rd  roommate  to  share  warm,  cozy, 
large  home  in  Brighton.  Has  back  porch  and  parking. 
Near  “T”  275+  Avail.  ASAP.  Call  787-5195.  We  are 
animal  lovers  but  have  enough. _ (29) 

Two  professional  women  seeking  room  or  small  living 
space  to  rent  for  a  few  days  each  month  in  Cambrige  or 
Boston.  Contact  GCN  Box  274. _ (29) 

TRY  US,  YOU’LL  LIKE  US 

Beautiful  JP  apartment.  2LFs  seek  third.  Drug,  smoke, 
alcohol  free.  Yard,  w/d  wood  floors.  Call  for  details: 
Lisa  (discreet)  at  work  495-1574  or  home  522-2921. 
—  267+ _ (29) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+ . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (29) 

3  LF’s/bi  seek  1  L.F  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 
Have  1  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 

Square,  $250  + ,  491-4005. _ (28) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiel  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse.  lg  yd,  w/d.  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  I  or  2  rms 
*  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  Il-4wknds 
923-1367, _ (28) 

LF  22  needs  roommate  for  Somerville  apt.  for  2/1/88. 
5-room,  2-bedroom,  $325  + .  Grad,  student  with  2  cats 
(no  more  pets)  seeks  fun,  friendly,  indep.  LF.  No 
smoke,  drugs,  623-5465. _ (29) 

APARTMENTS 

GOVT  CENTER  ROOMS 

Single  furnished  rooms  shared  bath,  one  person  per  room, 
must  have  landlord  and  work  references,  no  alcohol  allowed, 
close  to  Park  St.  “T”,  three  weeks  security  and  first  week’s 
rent  in  advance.  $90-$95  weekly.  Call  367-8937. 

I0am-4pm. _ (32) 

WINCHESTER  VICTORIAN 

Spacious,  sunny,  7-room  duplex,  excellent  condition,  hard¬ 
wood  floors,  I  Vz  baths,  large  modem  kitchen,  laundry  room, 
parking,  yard,  porch.  Close  to  town,  T.  $1,150  no  fee. 
721-2972. _ (29) 

DORCHESTER 

2  BDR  apartments  in  L  owned/occup  2  fam.  All  natural 

wdwk  and  floors.  Beaut.  Big  Rooms  incl.  dining  rm.  $700  + . 
Call  288-9576. _ (29) 

Dorchester  —  2  bedroom  near  Fields  Comer.  5  minutes  from 
Red  Line.  First  floor  of  small  triple  decker.  Tenant  owned. 
$525  plus  utilities.  Security  deposit.  Available  March  1st. 
876-1646, _ (29) 

HOUSING  WANTED 


Professional  GWM,  26,  looking  for  2  bedroom  apartment 
near  Green  or  Blue  lines.  Can  pay  up  to  $350  including 
utilities.  Call  Timothy  at  567-1644.  Responsible,  considerate 
and  fun. _ (30) 

SHARE  YOUR  HOME! 

LF,  60,  academic  seeks  no  smoke,  no  pets  home.  Near 
Brighton,  Coolidge  Comer.  Leave  messages  787-3562 
weekends  or  (401)  331  -8735  during  week. _ (30) 

NEW  JAMAICA  PLAIN  HOME  SOUGHT 
Responsible  L,  31,  radio  journalist,  with  dog  and  cat  wants 
new  place  anytime  after  March  1 .  2-BR  for  under  $700;  l  -BR 
for  under  $450  or  good  situation  with  one  roommate.  Left 
leaning,  non-smoker  preferred.  522-7720. _ (29) 

REAL  ESTATE 

Seasonal  2Bdrm  cottage,  kitchen,  living  room  with 
fireplace,  100’  waterfrontage  with  spectacular  mountain 
view.  2  hrs  N/W  of  Boston  in  Rindge,  NH.  $139,900 
ncg.  Call  (603)  654-2884. _ (29) 

CAMBRIDGE 

Lots  of  light  and  wonderful  spaces  in  an  architect 
renovated  4-bedroom,  2  bathroom  bungalow.  Fireplace, 
two-story  dining  room,  fully  renovated  kitchen.  Design¬ 
ed  for  low-cost,  low-maintenance,  comfortable  living.  1 
mile  Northwest  from  Harvard  Square.  $298,000.  Call 
492-4858. _ (29) 


FOR  SALE 


VACATIONS 


MOVERS 


MOVERS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  perfect  Gay  Hide-Away.  Quiet,  secluded, 
peaceful.  Ski  from  our  door  or  downhill  at  nearby 
Stowe.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Today!  (802)  533-7772. 
_ (31) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  I I8-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

_ (36) 

CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK  ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  I  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town.MA  02657  (30) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-21 84 
MPDU  Number  23733 


(I) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO„  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


fliviRTmmTS 
GUKST  ROOmS 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


2  GOOD  2  B  TRUE 

but  it  is.  1987  Plymouth  Turismo  only  4K  miles  4  sale. 
Standard  trans,  AM/ FM,  Chrysler  7/70  Custom  War¬ 
ranty.  Must  sell  $6.2000  or  B.O.  Call  783-5723  +  Iv. 
message. _  (30) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer -4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  1001 1 . _  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009, _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$11  /yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254, _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BIUTIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL.  ALUM? 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _ (38) 


I  Prisoner  LEGAL  AID!! 
g  A  GREAT  new  book  is  now  available  to 

■  prisoners  on  prisoners  rights!  There  are 
chapters  on:  legal  research,  outline  of  the 
s  legal  system,  overview  of  prisoners’ 
■  rights,  how  to  litigate  in  federal  court, 
g  parole,  federal  post-conviction  remedies, 
1  detainers,  civil  rights  forms,  law  library 
■  requirements,  habeas  corpus  and  protec- 
=  ting  yourself  from  prison  officials.  It  is 
1  aimed  specifically  at  FEDERAL  litiga- 
■  tion,  but  most  state  litigation  follows 
similar  patterns.  Send  $14  (special  price  to 
prisoners)  to  OCEANA  PRESS,  75  Main 
St.,  Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522. 


FREE  PRISONER  NEWSPAPER! 

All  prisoners  can  get  a  FREE  subscription 
to  tne  Fortune  News  (it  comes  out  every  3 
months  or  so)  by  writing:  Inmate  Subs, 
Fortune  News,  39  W.  19th  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10011. 


I  never  gave  it  much  of  a  thought  until  a  guy  a 
few  cells  down  wrote  your  paper  and  now  he’s 
got  someone  who  has  stayed  in  touch  with  him 
and  he  has  changed  quite  a  bit.  If  I  also  could 
get  a  penpal  and  a  copy  of  your  paper,  that 
would  be  great!  Steve  QUICK,  454981,  Rt  1 
Box  150,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861. _ 

I" would  like  to  be  put  on  your  list  to  receive  let¬ 
ters  from  gay  males.  My  interests  include  listen¬ 
ing  to  music  (Prince,  Michael  Jackson,  Rod 
Stewart),  reading  and  long  walks.  Race  is  no 
problem.  John  WALTERS,  81208— MSU, 
Tucker  AR  72168. _ 

a  I  am  a  brown  (pecan  red)  skinned  young  man, 
interested  in  singing,  dancing,  modeling,  acting, 
I  playing  chess  and  cards,  and  am  very  lonely. 
5  Please  write  me.  Alphonso  ARMSTEAD, 
S  103650,  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL 
g  32014, _ 

Intelligent,  professional  type  young  male 
desires  to  communicate  with  bi-gay  males  on 
the  same  level.  Farrell  JONES,  33554  (5A-24), 
1012  W.  Columbia,  Farmington  MO  63640. 


Gay  man,  moustache,  into  weightlifting,  chess, 
quiet  times,  looking  for  a  companion,  most  of 
all  a  friend.  Michael  ROSSETTI,  81C-732,  Box 
367-B,  Dannemora  NY  12929. 


I  am  a  business  professional  (model  and  health 
club  manager)  on  the  outside  and  would  like  to 
have  a  penpal.  Robert  PRYSTUP,  658834,  3950 
Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014. 


I’m  from  Guatemala,  no  longer  a  teenager  but 
feel  and  look  like  one!  I’m  quiet  and  love  sports 
and  sports  minded  young  gentlemen!  Jose 
MOYS,  06148-021  (A- 11),  Box  1000,  Seagoville 
TX  75159. 


People  are  always  saying  I  have  pretty  eyes.  I  go 

mmm  m  id  m 


by  ‘Robin’  and  would  like  to  meet  some  people 

'  fo 


like  myself.  If  you  would  kindly  place  an  ad  for 
me  I  would  appreciate  it.  Richard  T.  STEAD- 
MAN,  135277,  Box  500,  Boydton  VA  23917. 


Compassionate  bisexual  man  looking  for  friend 
and  lover.  I  love  animals  of  all  kinds,  movies, 
candlelight  dinners,  flowers  and  stability.  If  you 
have  the  strength  to  be  honest  with  your  feelings 
and  are  vulnerable  to  the  feelings  of  others, 
please  respond.  Ruben  AGUILAR,  C-56290, 
Box  1902  (I V-B,  8-C-108-L),  Tehachapi  CA 
93561. _ 

Am  looking  for  a  friendship  and  cor¬ 
respondence,  not  looking  for  financial  support 
nor  wish  to  play  games.  Please  let  me  know  if 
you  got  this  letter,  even  if  it  is  a  “sorry,  we  can’t 
help  you.”  1  will  be  greatful.  Allan  DOXON, 
077911  (90),  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indian- 
town  FL  33456. _ 

I  find  your  paper  quite  interesting  and  especial¬ 
ly  informative  on  what’s  being  done  about 
AIDS.  I  would  also  appreciate  a  penpal.  I’m  a 
kind,  understanding  individual  wno  would  like 
to  hear  from  someone  on  the  outside.  I’m  a 
sincere  black  man.  Please  write  me  with  photo 
if  possible.  Joseph  REYNOLDS,  102271,  Camp 
D  Hawk-3L6,  Angola  LA  70712. _ 

Lonely,  handsome,  masculine  male,  enjoy 
sports,  music,  conversation,  writing  letters.  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  gay  men,  TVs,  TSs  etc. 
Mark  DICKENS,  199-446,  Box  511,  Columbus 
OH  43216. 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

:> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

QC 

.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 
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•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

:r 

236-1848 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-4826 


(15.20) 


I’m  25  years  old,  an  alluring,  masculine,  in¬ 
telligent,  free  spirited  woman.  I’ve  been  gay  all 
my  life  and  am  interested  in  a  straight  forward, 
up  front,  free  spirited  feminine  lady  for  a  true 
friend.  Tammy  ROLLE,  160624  (518),  PO  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024, 


Gay  woman,  35,  Leo,  loves  music  and  dancing, 

cooking,  travel,  looking  for  a  good  solid  friend¬ 
ship.  Please  write.  Patti  FLOREZ,  Box  7007, 
Carson  City  NV  89702 


33  yr  old  gay  woman,  interested  in  meeting  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  looking  for  friendship.  I  am  also 
looking  for  some  relief  from  this  never-ending 
loneliness.  Deborah  BAUMGARTNER, 
381899,  CLU  8N,  2800  Gravier  St,  New 
Orleans,  LA  701 19. 


I  would  like  to  say  that  I’m  25  years  old,  a  single 

black  female  and  I  would  like  to  meet  a  more 
dominant  female  that  understand  the  situation 
that  I’m  in  (incarcerated  in  prison).  Thank  you. 
Brenda  CUNNINGHAM,  A160077  Box  114, 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pine  FL  33024. 


I  am  Dutch  and  Indian,  openly  bisexual,  love  to 
travel,  swim  and  go  walking  in  the  woods  (I’m  a 
real  nature  freak!)  into  rock  ’n  roll,  woodcrafts, 
art  and  poetry.  Just  looking  for  a  down  to  earth 
pen  pal.  Please  write.  Samuel  Ray  HILL, 
386792  Eastham,  Rt  1  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. 


Presently  I  don’t  have  a  personal  gay  friend 
whom  I  could  communicate  with  because  it’s 
difficult  to  consider  friendship  into  your  life  in 
such  a  negative  environment  as  prison,  so  I’m 
seeking  a  friend  from  society  (out  there).  Seek¬ 
ing  a  very  feminine  gay  to  share  my  southern 
hospitality.  James  L.  JENKINS,  PO  Box 
128820,  Reidsville  GA  30499 


I  am  in  need  of  a  pen  pal.  I’m  bisexual,  from 
Nevada  and  thank  you  for  your  time.  James 
CODY,  257061,  Box  520  IMU-H-1,  Walla 
Walla  WA  99362. 


Would  like  to  write  GM,  butch,  femme,  TVs 
TSs,  inside  or  out  of  prison,  I  don’t 
discriminate.  I‘m  just  lonely.  I  like  music  (rock 
to  opera),  sports,  ballet,  Broadway  plays  and 
more!  Leon  WILLIAMS,  85A  8024,  Box  367A, 
Dannemora  NY  12929 


I’m  seeking  a  friendship  from  outside  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  as  I  do  not  plan  to  stay  here.  I  enjoy  horses, 
C&W  music,  camping  and  my  favorite  foods 
are  lobster,  smoked  oysters  and  southern  cook¬ 
ing.  Roy  STEPHENS,  89078,  MSU  4-50 
Tucker  AR  72168 


I’m  a  masculine  gay  male  into  music,  waterski 
ing,  travel  and  people.  I’m  looking  for  friends, 
in  or  out.  I’m  financially  stable  and  would  very 
much  enjoy  writing  someone.  My  hat’s  off  to 
your  very  interesting  paper!  Norman 
TURGEON,  D59841 — 2300X,  PO  Box  8101, 
San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. 


PLACE  FO  STAY 
Clean-cut  guy.  youthful  48.  healthy,  good  body 
&  good  mind,  welcomes  recently  releaseil  guys 
as  guests  &  comrades.  Quid  country  house. 
Short  or  long  term  haven.  Write:  Thomas  Scott. 
Drawer  303,  Hanover  NH  03755. 


I’ve  seen  a  lot  of  brothers  not  getting  th 
medical  treatment  they  need  here.  4  of  m 
friends  have  been  taken  to  the  hospital  fror 
here,  and  only  1  has  returned.  We  don’t  thin 
about  AIDS  too  much  until  we  begin  to  los 
friends  to  it.  I  just  found  out  about  testing  HI* 1 
positive  myself.  I  would  like  to  write  others 
especially  PWAs.  (Candy,  where  are  you?) 
Please  write:  Paul  SHIELDS,  361572,  Rt  4  Bo 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


Happy  Valentines  Day  GEORGE!  Remember 

Cape  Cod?  B.D.  &  G.A.  TLA  (my  one  true 
love).  Your  ‘fluffy-pillow’  and  Santa  Bob 

I  used  to  truly  enjoy  reading  the  GCN  but  no 

they  won’t  let  it  in  here.  I’ve  been  gay  for  a 
long  as  I  can  remember,  but  haven’t  gotten  t< 
know  very  many  people.  I  would  like  to  write  t( 
someone  who  reads  the  paper.  Thank  you 
Barry  REGISTER,  80348,  Box  500,  Grady  AF 
71644 


Lonely  gay  male  serving  life  sentence  would  li 

to  write  to  someone  outside  of  prison.  I  have  i 
release  date  so  I  have  no  games  to  play.  I  warn 
friend.  Michael  ROBTOY,  258980,  Box  5 
(13-B-5  wing),  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 


I  was  born  in  Trinidad  Tabago  (West  Indies).  1 

enjoy  music,  education,  most  sports  and  sex!  1 
would  like  a  penpal,  please.  Bernard  GRAVES 
047760,  Box  500,  Olustee  FL  32072. 
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6  SATURDAY  TO 
1 4  SUNDAY 


12  Friday  □  Split  Britches 
perform  “Beauty  and  the 
Beast,”  a  dada  feminist  cross 
between  Elizabethan 
prose  and  Marx 
Brothers  lunacy.  Bratle 
Theater,  Cambridge.  10 
pm.  $8.  Info: 

876-6708. 


f 


6  Saturday 

Medford  □  Pen,  Paint,  and  Pretzels  presents  Harvey 
Fierstein's  The  International  Stud,  the  first  play  in  his 
Torch  Song  Trilogy.  Tufts  Arena  Theater.  8pm.  $2. 
Info:  381-3493. 

Cambridge  □  Come  watch,  cheer  and  leer  at  the  Gay 

and  Lesbian  Volleyball  Tournament'  (Also  2/7.) 
Martin  Luther  King  School  gym,  100  Putnam  St.  2-8pm. 
Info:  Laurie,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Revolutionary  Acts!  presents  multi¬ 
talented  Canadian  singer-songwriter  Connie 
Kaldor.  ASL  interpreted  by  Jody  Steiner.  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  University.  Wheelchair  accessible:  free  parking. 
8pm.  $12.50  advance:  $13.50  at  door. 

Boston  □  Bedrock  Cafe  sponsors  “Bedrock  Against 
Sexism,”  a  benefit  for  Rock  Against  Sexism  featuring 
multi-media  cabaret  MC-ed  by  Fulla  Angst  from  Berlin. 
Must  be  21  or  older  to  get  in.  At  Chet's  Penalty  Box 
Upstairs,  on  Causeway  St.  near  North  Station.  9pm. 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women  "Beach  Blanket 

Lesbo  Dance."  Alcohol-free  Bingo  (Lesbo)  for  alcoholic 
lesbians  and  their  women  friends.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8-9:30pm.  $5  more/less. 

Dorchester  □  O  Vertigo  Danse  at  the  Strand 
Theater  (see  2/5  listing.) 

7  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Volleyball 
Tournament  (see  2/6  listing).  2:30- 1 0pm. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  potluck  dinner  at 

Andrew's.  6:30pm.  Info:  825-8724  ,  282-2962,  or 
282-7822. 

9  Tuesday 

Boston  □  The  NAMES  Project  Quilting  Bee 

Come  see  what  we  can  do.  Arlington  Street  Church. 
6-9pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

10  Wednesday 

Dorchester  □  “Women  Come  Out”  at  Barabara's 
to  discuss  how  women  can  get  more  involved  in 
Dorchester  GALA.  7:30  pm.  Info:  282-2962. 

Boston  □  The  NAMES  Project,  New  England  Chapter 
meets  to  plan  Boston  visit  (on  June  17-18)  and  to 
coordinate  making  of  new  panels.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston 
City  Hall.  7pm.  Info:  David  Waight,  323-9747. 

Boston  □  Monthly  Gay  Community  Networking 
Breakfast  to  host  Senator  Michael  Barrett 
(D-Cambndge).  sponsor  and  prime  mover  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights  bill  in  the  State  Senate.  Club  Cafe, 
comer  of  Columbus  Ave.  and  Berkeley  St  Sam. 


Cambridge  □  Talking  about  the  Middle  East  on  "Say 
it,  Sister!"  WMBR  88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

1 1  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Firehouse  jazz  Club  continues  concert 
series  with  the  Nancy  Kennedy  Quartet,  featuring 
Allen  Chase  (contemporary  jazz  and  original  material). 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts 
Center,  659  Centre  St.  9pm.  $4,  $2  seniors.  Info: 
524-3816. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  Children  Network 
(with  chilcare),  speaker  on  “Childcare.”  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice)  . 

12  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  I Opm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Boston  area  premiere  of  performance 
artists  Split  Britches’  “Beauty  and  the  Beast,”  a  dada 
feminist  cross  between  Elizabethan  prose  and  Marx 
Brothers  lunacy.  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St.  I  Opm. 
$8.  Info:  876-6708. 


14  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  Jamaica 
Plain  monthly  potluck  get-together.  Please  bring  a 
favorite  dish  to  share  and  non-alcoholic  beverage.  Special 
March  on  Washington  video  presentation.  Newcomers 
especially  welcome.  First  Unitarian  Church  Hall,  corner 
Eliot  and  Centre  Sts.  4-7pm.  Info:  522-3894  or  522-6253. 


6  Saturday 

Chestnut  Hill  □  A  musical  tribute  to  the  vibrant 
cultural  heritage  of  Black  America  featuring  the 
National  Black  Touring  Circuit,  sponsored  by  the 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Memorial  Committee.  Robsham 
Theater,  Boston  College.  8pm.  $12.  Info:  552-4800. 

7  Sunday 

Weston  □  "Civil  Rights,"  a  lecture  by  noted  author 
and  poet  Maya  Angelou.  Lower  Student  Union,  Regis 
College,  235  Wellesley  St.  7pm.  Free.  Info:  893-1820. 


Salem  □  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
celebrates  with  a  Valentine’s  Dance.  McGowan's 
Restaurant,  East  India  Sq.  7- 1 2pm.  $5  members:  $7 
guests/friends.  Info:  595-4443. 

Boston  □  "Boston’s  Other  Voice”  presents  "Love, 
Sex,  and  Communication"  with  therapist  Herb  Pearce. 
WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 


1 1  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  “The  Autobiography  of  Miss  Jane 
Pittman,”  1974  film  starring  Cicely  Tyson.  Mount 
Auburn  Branch  Library,  64  Aberdeen  Ave.  5:45pm.  Free. 
Info:  498-9085. 

12  Friday 

Boston  □  Pre-concert  panel  discussion  with  composers 
Anthony  Davis,  T.J.  Anderson,  Warrick  Carter,  and  Fred 
Tillis  on  WGBH,  6:30pm.  Concert  of  excerpts  from  the 
opera  Malcom  X  by  Anthony  Davis  at  8pm.  Jordan 
Hall,  New  England  Conservatory,  30  Gainsborough  St. 
$12.50  general  adm.;  $8.50  students  and  elders.  Info: 
536-2412. 

13  Saturday 

Billerica  □  Afro-American  Society  of  Billerica  sponsors 
Gospel  Jubilee.  First  Congregational  Church,  18 
Andover  Rd.  8pm.  Free.  Info:  667-0740 

14  Sunday 

Boston  □  Dr.  Antonio  F.  Holland  speaks  on  “The 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  Massachusetts,”  with 
musical  selections  by  Velma  Dupont.  Boston  Public 
Library,  666  Boylston  St.  3pm.  Free. 

Dorchester  □  “Black  History  Month 
Celebration”  featuring  Hon.  Rushing,  state  rep.; 
nar’rator  Nathaniel  Peques;  dance  by  Danny  Sloan  Duo; 
soloists  Francis  Hester,  Mimi  Tyler,  Darcel  Spear- 
Wilson,  jan  Strickland;  historical  program  by  Robert 
Coyne;  presentation  by  Miss  Black  Massachusetts;  and 
music  by  Freddie  Williams  Band.  William  E.  Reed 
Auditorium,  24  Washington  St.  3-6pm.  Free.  Info: 
876-2011. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Boston  □  Performance  artists  Kipper  Kids  perform 
“Into  the  Box,  Out  of  the  Box.”  (Also  2/13)  The 
Institue  of  Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston  St.  8pm.  $8; 
$6  ICA  member,  students,  seniors.  Info:  266-5152. 

Boston  □  Gay  Professional  Women  sponsor 
Valentine's  Dance.  Women-only  event,  free  to 
members.  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  8pm.  $5.  Info: 
585-6051. 

13  Saturday 

Boston  □  Girth  &  Mirth  of  New  England  Valentine’s 
Party.  Hill  House,  Joy  St.  8pm.  Info:  641-1044. 

Cambridge  □  Storyteller  Jennifer  Justice  in 
“Lavender  Hearts,”  a  new  series  of  lesbian  romance 
and  erotica.  With  a  special  new  erotic  slide  show  and 
photo  exhibit  by  Susan  Wilson.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
First  Church  Congregational,  comer  of  Garden  and 
Mason  Sts.,  Harvard  Sq.  Shows  at  7pm  and  9pm;  dance 
at  10:30pm.  Tickets  $8  in  advance,  $9  at  door  (tickets  for 
either  show  admit  you  to  the  dance  at  10:30). 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Peacock  Coffeehouse  and  Jamaica 
Plain  Arts  Council  present  pianist  Andy  Holiner  and 
vocalist  Alice  Johnson.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St. 
8pm.  $7.50.  Info:  524-3816. 


8  Monday 

•  Cambridge  □  No  Way  Out,  a  1950  film  and  social 
expose  by  Joseph  Mankewicz  with  Richard  Wldmark  and 
Sidney  Poitier.  The  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St.  6  and 
10pm.  Info:  876-6837. 

Boston  □  "The  Pov/er  of  Television  in  the  Making  of 
Black  History.”  African  Meeting  House,  8  Smith  Court 
(at  the  comer  of  46  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill.)  6:30-9pm. 
Free. 

10  Wednesday 

Medford  □  Performance  by  Donald  Byrd  Dance 
Company.  Cohen  Auditorium,  Tufts  University.  8pm. 
Free.  Info:  381-3372. 

Boston  □  Capital  Brass  traces  the  path  of  Black  music 
from  its  roots  of  jazz  to  formal  concert  music,  including 
guest  artists  Pamela  Wood  Ambush  and  Marshall  Hughes. 
Wheelock  College  Family  Theater,  200  The  Riverway. 
8pm.  $4.  Info:  327-5251. 

Dorchester  □  “Education  and  Empowerment  of 
Black  Women:  Necessity  for  a  New  Era,”  lecture 
by  Johnetta  Cole,  president,  Spellman  College.  Healey 
Library,  llth  floor  Faculty  Lounge,  UMass/Boston, 
Harbor  Campus,  off  Morrisey  Blvd.  3:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
929-7420 
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Why  does  GCN  have  a 
Prisoner  Project? 

What  GCN  has  offered  to  prisoners  is  a  place  to  speak  out 
rather  than  lash  out,  to  be  heard  rather  than  shouted  at,  but 
most  importantly  a  sense  of  belonging 


By  Mike  Riegle  &  prisoner  friends 


It  should  come  as  no  surprise  to  GCN 
readers  that  there’s  a  bit  of  homophobic 
“attitude”  afoot  in  our  society.  Another  at¬ 
titude,  or  unconscious  assumption  really,  is 
that  “basically”  the  justice  process  (from 
cops  and  lawyers  to  judges  and  wardens)  is 
reasonable. 

You  need  only  think  of  how  little  atten¬ 
tion  is  given  by  practically  anyone ,  aside 
from  families  and  friends,  to  who  is  in 
prison  and  why  (really)  they  are  there,  and 
to  what  happens  while  they’re  there  and 
after  they’re  out. 

Public  indifference  to  the  class,  race  and 
other  social  conflict  conditions  which  con¬ 
tribute  to  incarceration  allows  the  cage 
keepers  to  be  unaccountable  for  their  ac¬ 
tions.  Nothing  more  is  asked  of  them  than 
that  they  maintain  a  “secure”  place  to  keep 
(warehouse)  “criminals”.  Most  of  these 
prisoners  are  there  for  impatiently  trying  to 
redistribute  the  society’s  wealth  (stealing), 
or  for  “immoral”  acts  (prostitution,  drugs, 
etc.)Even  the  pretense  of  “rehabilitation”  is 
a  thing  of  the  past.  Being  imprisoned  really 
is  becoming  more  and  more  a  matter  of  just 
“doing  time.” 

And  the  courts  don’t  want  to  make  their 
own  “sentences”  look  inappropriate  by 
questioning  the  value  of  imprisonment  (or 
the  real  justice  of  the  laws),  so  they  plead 
“lack  of  expertise”  when  prisoners  file 
suits.  Let  Warden  George  take  care  of  it.  It’s 
the  age  of  “expertise”  (social  unaccount¬ 
ability). 

You  can  imagine  the  result  of  adding 
homophobia  and  unaccountability 
together.  As  lesbians  and  gay  men  we  are 
aware  of  the  petty  (and  gross!)  meanness  of 
“attitude”  towards  us  (especially  in  this 
“age  of  AIDS”).  And  it  seems  we  are  also 
becoming  aware  of  the  importance  of  our 
being  “out”  and  public  in  our  struggle  for 
our  rights  and  sexual  liberation,  even 
though  all  of  us  are  not  in  the  same  position 
for  doing  this  yet. 

Now,  add  to  this  homophobia  the  lack  of 
access  to  the  courts  and  media  (and  to 
money!)  that  prisoners  generally  experience 
and  you  can  imagine  the  abuse  that  is  likely 
to  take  place.  The  unaccountability  is  partly 
due  to  the  walls,  but  more  importantly  it’s 
due  to  our  social  indifference  to  the  whole 
situation  (and  consequent  ignorance  and 
fear  around  who’s  in  there).  This  is  the 


situation  most  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
prison  find  themselves  abandoned  in. 

Seen  any  angels  lately? 

“Don’t  try  to  convince  me  those  prisoners 
are  angels.”  I’ve  heard  that  over  and  over 
again,  expressed  one  way  or  another.  I  never 
met  an  angel  anywhere,  myself,  inside  or 
out.  Do  people  really  feel  that  a  person’s 
getting  some  basic  human  respect  (due  pro¬ 
cess  rights,  opportunity  for  jobs,  housing, 


survival)  depends  on  their  being  an 
“angel”? 

There  is  practically  no  political/social  ef¬ 
fort  being  put  out  in  these  times  to  keep  an 
eye  on  and  to  defend  the  basic  human  rights 
of  prisoners  generally,  and  especially  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  prison!  And  this  in¬ 
visibility/indifference  is  extremely  destruc¬ 
tive  of  the  recuperation  of  these  people  back 
into  our  “community”  when  they  are 
released.  Support  for  them,  even  at  the  level 


of  survival  Gobs  &  housing),  is  rare. 

GCN" s  Prisoner  Project  makes  some 
small  attempt  (there  need  to  be  many 
others!)  to  give  some  visibility  and  some 
support  to  these  members  of  our  communi¬ 
ty.  We  do  this  by  providing  some  free  space 
for  penpal  ads  so  there  can  be  some  “con¬ 
versation”  between  people  inside  and  out  to 
dispel  some  of  the  grosser  stereotypes,  by 
offering  some  free  copies  of  the  paper  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  inside,  and  by  sending 
some  (used)  books  in  when  they  and  postage 
are  donated. 

Recently  we  have  received  some  letters 
suggesting  that  we  stop  the  Prisoner  Project 
and  give  the  little  money  it  costs  us  to  AIDS 
research,  or  that  we  “warn”  our  readers 
that  these  prisoners  are  “dangerous” 
because  our  Justice  Department  and 
“Supreme”  Court  and  legal  system  have 
said  so.  Sound  familiar?  Remember  how 
“dangerous”  we  are  for  “their”  children, 
etc.  etc. 

GCN:  “a  place  to  speak  out,  rather  than  lash 
out” 

I  recently  read  a  letter  in  Community 
Voices  that  attacked  your  policy  of  support 
to  prisoners.  There  is  a  great  difference  be¬ 
tween  “rehabilitation”  and  the  “warehous¬ 
ing”  of  human  beings.  This  “lock  ’em  up” 
attitude  doesn’t  work  forever.  It  simply 
takes  the  person  and  the  situation  out  of 
your  sight  until  you  forget  why  it  happened. 

But  it’s  the  transition  period  inside  that’ll 
determine  the  type  of  person  who's  released. 
That’s  what  you  should  be  concerned  about. 
What  GCN  has  offered  to  prisoners  is  a 
place  to  speak  out  rather  than  lash  out,  to  be 
heard  rather  than  shouted  at,  but  most  im¬ 
portantly  a  sense  of  belonging  —  of  being 
part  of  a  family.  The  family  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  brothers  and  sisters.  We  weren’t  cast 
aside  or  forgotten  or  disowned.  It’s  sad  but 
true  that  mostly  our  voices  here  are  “com¬ 
plaining”,  but  that’s  life  all  over. 

One  last  thought.  The  idea  of  thinking 
about  the  [prison]  time  before  doing  the 
crime  is  cute  but  impractical.  How  many 
years  of  daily  physical  and  mental  abuse 
could  you  have  taken  in  some  situations 
before  “breaking”.  The  “crimes”  that  I  see 
coming  into  this  prison  are  stealing  and  pro¬ 
stitution  or  sometimes  killing  a  would-be 
Continued  on  page  10 


Jk."  THE  GRAND  HIGHWAY ’ 
IS  A  GRAND  AND  GLORIOUS 
ENTERTAINMENT! 

IT'S  A  DELICIOUS,  HEART  WARMING  COMEDY. .  .VERY 
FUNNY  AND  FILLED  WITH  CONSTANT  DELIGHTFUL 
SURPRISES.  I  SUSPECT  ELEVEN  MONTHS  FROM 
TONIGHT  I  LL  BE  CALLING  IT  ONE  OF  THE  TEN  BEST 
MOVIES  OF  19881’ 

-STE VI ART  KLEIN  VI  V)  U-7T 


JtT%-  RICH  IN  WARMTH,  WIT  AND  INTELLIGENCE... 
AN  ENCHANTED  LANDSCAPE  AS  LUSH  AS  MONETS 
GARDENS..:’ 

— <  AR>  N  JAMES.  NEW  YORK  TIMES 


cjy 


GRANDHIGH^Y 


(tGfUNDCHtMN) 


ANEMONE  RU  HARP  BOHR1M.ER 
A  Film  Written  ami  Directed  b>  JEAN-LOT P  lit  BERT 

_ MIMHW  MIMS  —  TH»  ORAND  MU.trftcV 

\VT»*«N»  MV  UN  \  \>l  NV\  V.I  » I'M  •  HKIMIM  PVMA1  IvH  l  IIIUU1  t*\M  U I  MOIMKTN  HMUt  HATH  I  MON  IXCMtl  IUAII I  JIAVniVXV  <  '!>  !>»*».: 

•  tUtMiluwn  iUAN»iuni»on  miuuniuvuM)  ■  MMONNUtUt  .  uiorjm.rvmii 
...  IVUMNUMIHI  PAVA1  HOMMA1S  It  AN  *  RAN«  IH'  IIPI1IT  IUHIIIM 

-  I1.M  M  lUM-StltNC  M  (MOAtSt  U4tl  HUM  MfeMM  »  TtOVs 

A  MIRAMAX  FILMS  RELEASE 


Starts  Friday,  February  5th 

 734-2500 


FREE  EVEH.NGS  &  SUNOAV  HEARS* * 

HARVARD  STREET  AT  BEACON  /  BROOKLINE  1 


c 

O 


Harvord/Rodcliffe  Alumni/ae  Against  Apartheid  and  Harry  Lipson  &  FolkTree  ConcertMakers 

present: 

s*-*"  pete  Seeger  •  Tony  Bird  •  The  Good  News  Gospel  Ensemble  •  John  McCutcheon  • 

Si  Kahn  *9  Holly  Near  •  The  Persuasions  •  Serious  Bizness  •  Deborah  Silverstein 

mo-*"  Pete  Seeger  •  Tom  Chapin  •  Mimi  Farina  • 

The  Kuumba  Singers  •  Rod  MacDonald  •  David  Massengill 
•  Tom  Paxton  •  Jane  Sapp  •  Josh  White,  Jr. 

$22.50  advanced  each  night.  $25  00  at  door 
All  seats  general  admission 


Proceeds  to 

Harvard'Radchffe  Aiumm/ae  Against  Apartheid 
and  The  Fund  For  A  Free  South  Africa 


SONGS 
FOR  A  FREE 


FOR  TICKETS  ANO  INFORMATION.  CALL 

g||yp 


ini®* 

A  Benefit  Concert  To 
Inspire  Harvard  To  Divest 


Sunday  &  Monday,  February  21  -22,  1988 
Sanders  Theater,  Harvard  University 

SOUTH  AFRICA 


Hosted  by  PETE  SEEGER 


r,<keiOu»ieiv  folk  bee  Concertline  64l  1010  VISA/MC  •  In  Cambridge  Skippy  Whit*  v  Record  v  Sor>dy$  Music.  Muvc  Emporium. 

New  Words  Bookstore  Out  of  Town  Tickets  Cambridge  NoNral  Foods  •  In  Jamaica  Plain  Arborwoy  Video  •  In  Arlington  Wood  &  Stnngs 
•  flp>r,vt  Bostix  Skippv  Whiles  Records  •  All  Tickefron  Outlets  including  Berklee  Performance  Center  «Tele*ron  1 -800-382  8080 


RE  VOL  UTIONARY  A  CTS! 

MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 

Celebrate  Valentine's  Day  with  ^  ^  ^ 

^  Tremblay 


"You  are  guaranteed  to  fall  in  love 
when  she  sings" 

ASL  interpreted  by  Sylvie  Lemay 

Sunday,  February  14,  7:30  pm 
Sanders  Theater  6c 

(FREE  PARKING)  Co-sponsored  by  HGLSA 


TICKETS:  $12.50  in  advance,  $13.50  at  the  door  (general  admission) 

S2.00  discount  with  purchase  of  ticket  for  Lavender  Hearts  Feb  13 
Tickets  at:  ConcertCharge  (497-1118),  Out-of-Town-,  Sandy's  Music,  Wood  it  Strings  (credit 
cards  byphone:  641-2131),  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Food  for  Thought,  Arborway  Video,  New 
Words,  Cambridge  Natural  Foods,  KedBook,  Somerville  Theater.  For  further  information 
and  MC/Visa  oy  phone:  (617)  661-1252.  For  TDD  reservations  only:  (617)  492-0935 
REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  is  a  woman-owned,  woman-operated  production  company 


Coming  Soon! 

Betsy  Rose  Saturday,  April  23 

Ronnie  Gilbert  and  Odetta  Saturday,  May  21 


